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TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  WESTON-SUPER-MARE. 


Mr,  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Health  Report 
for  1938.  It  is  the  tenth  report  I  have  prepared,  and  in¬ 
cludes  my  Public  Health  and  Meteorological  Reports  and 
the  Report  of  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  vital  statistics  are  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  The 
birth  rate  is  the  highest  for  the  past  three  years.  Though 
the  general  and  infant  death  rates  are  not  quite  so  favour¬ 
able  as  those  of  the  previous  seven  years,  they  are  slightly 
lower  than  for  the  whole  Country, 

During  the  year  there  was  one  change  in,  and  one  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department.  Owing  to  the 
regretted  death  of  Mr.  John  Stewardson  in  July,  Mr.  Ivor 
A.  Stephenson  was  appointed  Abattoir  Superintendent  ; 
and  in  May  Mrs.  Annie  Bishop  was  appointed  an  additional 
Health  Visitor. 

Again  I  have  to  regret  the  late  issue  of  my  report,  but 
the  last  of  the  essential  figures  for  the  preparation  of  the 
vital  statistics  was  only  received  from  the  Registrar-General 
to-day — five  months  after  the  end  of  the  year  • 

Once  more  I  have  pleasure  in  tendering  my  thanks  to 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committees  for  a  continuance  of  their  confi¬ 
dence  and  support,  and  to  the  officers  of  the  Health  and 
other  Departments  for  their  much  appreciated  assistance 
and  co-operation. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  REMMETT  WEAVER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


31st  May,  1939 
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Borough  of  Weston-super-Mare. 

Statistical  Memoranda,  1938. 


Situation. 

Latitude,  51  °  20  '  45"  N.  Lontitude,  2°  58  '  30"  W. 
Area. 

4,921  acres  (excluding  2,085  acres  of  Foreshore), 

Geological  Formation. 

Limestone  Rock  and  Sand  chiefly. 

Elevation  of  Area  Built  on. 

26  feet  to  300  feet. 

Slope. 

Southerly. 

Population  (Civilian). 

Census,  April,  1931,  31,706.  Registrar  General's  estimate 
of  resident  population  mid-year,  1938,  32,690. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (December,  1938),  9,545. 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1938,  £411,885.  (Council  and 
Government  houses  included). 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate.  £1,580. 

Rainfall. 

30.38  inches  in  1938 — average  previous  10  years, 
31.41  inches. 

Bright  Sunshine. 

1555.1  hours  in  1938 — average  previous  10  years, 

1534.1  hours. 

Water  Supply. 

Constant  service  from  Banwell  spring. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

By  water  carriage — Outfall  2  miles  south  of  Town  Hall 
into  Bristol  Channel. 

Birth  Rate. 

11.4  per  1,000 — average  previous  10  years,  10.2. 
Infant  Mortality. 

50.6  per  1,000  births — average  previous  10  years,  44.4 
Death  Rate  (adjusted). 

11.5  per  1,000 — average  previous  10  years,  10.0 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE  is  a  seaside  summer  and 
winter  health  resort  and  also  a  desirable  residential  town. 
It  is  fortunate  in  being  endowed  with  an  exceptionally 
health-giving  climate  and  many  natural  beauties  and 
amenities  which  have  been  well  supplemented  by  private 
and  public  enterprise.  Standing  on  the  beautiful  Weston 
Bay  the  town  enjoys  to  the  full  the  pure  air  and  sunshine 
of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  but  is  sheltered  from  the  north  by 
Worlebury  Hill,  while  the  force  of  strong  south-west  winds 
is  broken  by  Brean  Down. 

The  climate  is  temperate  and  equable,  but  very  bracing. 
The  average  range  of  mean  temperature  is  low — 11.8  degrees. 
Sunshine  is  abundant,  the  yearly  average  per  annum  being 
1,534  hours.  The  rainfall  averages  31.4  inches,  but  “wet 
days”  are  less  than  one  per  week,  so  that  it  is  infrequent 
that  outdoor  exercise  and  sports  cannot  be  pursued  in  the 
dry  during  some  considerable  portion  of  the  day. 

Duiing  the  invalids'  winter — the  five  months  November 
to  March — the  mean  temperature  is  relatively  high,  43.4°, 
and  the  daily  range  only  9.4°.  The  sunshine  averages  2.45 
hours  per  day.  Fogs  are  rare  and  slight,  while  the  in¬ 
frequency  of  frosts  and  the  rarity  of  snow  testify  to  the 
mildness  of  the  winter  climate. 

At  any  season  Weston  is  beneficial  to  invalids,  tired 
town  workers,  and  debilitated  or  anaemic  children,  especially 
those  from  India  and  the  Tropics.  More  especially  Weston 
can  be  recommended  for  all  convalescents  ;  the  anaemic, 
catarrhal  and  dyspeptic  ;  neurasthenia,  insomnia  and  chronic 
nervous  troubles  ;  asthma  and  chronic  bronchitis  ;  fibroid 
phthisis,  silicosis  and  tuberculous  joints  and  glands  ;  and 
chronic  renal  and  rheumatic  diseases. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  connected 
with  the  provision  of  accommodation  and  entertainment 
for  visitors  and  services  and  trades  ancillary  thereto. 
Industries  are  few  and  present  no  special  dangers  to  public 
health. 

Unemployment  is  seasonal  and  fluctuated  last  year 
from  554  persons  in  July  to  1,005  in  January.  These  num¬ 
bers  represent  6.2  per  cent,  and  12.2  per  cent,  respectively 
of  the  insured  persons  in  the  Borough.  In  1937  the  lowest 
and  highest  percentages  were  6  in  July,  12  in  November  and 
13.7  in  January.  5 
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REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  TABLE. 

BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES  &  ANALYSIS  of  MORTALITY. 

in  the  Year  1938. 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 


148Smaller 

126  Countv 

Towns 

Boroughs 

(Resident 

London 

England 

and  Great 

Popula- 

Adminis- 

and 

Towns 

tions 

trative 

Wales 

including 

25,000  to 

County. 

London. 

50,000  at 

1931 

Census). 

Rates  per  1 ,000 

Population. 

Ri  irt  Vi  ^  • 

Live 

15.1 

15.0 

15.4 

13.4 

Still  . . 

0.60 

0.65 

0.60 

0.48 

Deaths  : — 

All  causes  . 

11.6 

1 1.7 

11.0 

11.4 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

typhoid  fevers  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Small-pox  . 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

— 

Measles 

0,04 

0.05 

0.03 

0.06 

Scarlet  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough  . 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Diphtheria . 

0.07 

0.07 

0.06 

0.05 

Influenza  . 

Oil 

0.10 

0.11 

0.06 

Violence 

0.54 

0.45 

0.42 

0.51 

Rates  per  1 ,000 

Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1  year 

of  age 

53 

57 

51 

57 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

and  Enteritis  under 

2  years  of  age 

5.5 

7.8 

3.6 

13.1 

England  and  Wales 

Rate  per  1 ,000  Bi  rths. 

Maternal  Mortality  : — 

Live 

Births. 

Total  Births. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

0.89 

0.86 

Others 

2.19 

2.11 

Total 

3.08 

?.97 
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Vital  Statistics 


POPULATION. 


1921  Census  (June) 

1931  Census  (April)  . 

1933  Mid-year  :  Registrar- 
General’s  Estimate 


1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 


f  9  >> 

>>  >} 

?  i  y  y 


y  y  y  y 

y )  y  y 


Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

34,039 

13,502 

20,537 

31,706 

12,939 

18,767 

32,010 

32,330 

32,490 

32,340 

32;680 

32,690 

...... 

The  populations  given  above  are  adjusted  for  the  Dis¬ 
trict  as  extended  on  1st  April,  1933.  The  Registrar -Gen¬ 
eral’s  estimate  for  1938  is  probably  too  low. 


Number  of  births  . 
Birth-rate 

Birth-rate,  England 
and  Wales 


BIRTHS. 

1938 

1937 

1936 

Average. 

1928—37 

375 

347 

349 

305 

11.4 

10.6 

10.7 

10.2 

15.1 

14.9 

14.8 

15.4 

Registered  Births.  After  allowing  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers,  the  Registrar-General  credited  to  the 
Borough  for  the  past  year  375  live  births  (205  boys  and  170 
girls),  and  of  these  16  were  illegitimate  (7  boys  and  9  girls). 
The  registered  still  births  were  24  (12  boys  and  12  girls),  of 
which  number  2  boys  were  illegitimate. 

The  birth-rate  for  1938  was  11.4  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General.  This  was 
above  the  average  birth-rate  for  this  District  in  recent  years, 
but  was  much  below  the  rate  for  the  whole  country  (15.1) 
and  for  the  148  smaller  towns  (15.4). 

Notified  Births.  The  accompanying  statistics  give 
details  of  the  notifications  of  births  during  1938. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  BIRTHS,  1938. 


Notifications  (including  still  births),  total 


396 


Notifications  by  doctors 

187 

Notifications  by  midwives 

209 

Still  births 

25 

Live  births 

371 

Total  births 

396 

Male  birth? 

218 

Female  births  . 

178 

Transfers  (inward) 

••••«« 

59 

Live  Births. 

Still  Births 

Month.  Total. 

v - 

Males. 

> 

Females. 

Males. 

'N 

Females. 

January  .  31 

19 

10 

1 

1 

February  .  44 

26 

16 

1 

1 

March  37 

16 

18 

2 

1 

April  .  37 

17 

17 

1 

2 

May  .  34 

16 

16 

0 

2 

J  une  .  29 

19 

9 

0 

1 

J  uly  .  32 

21 

10 

0 

1 

August  .  24 

12 

11 

1 

0 

September  30 

17 

11 

1 

1 

October  .  35 

17 

14 

2 

2 

November .  30 

12 

16 

0 

9 

December  .  33 

15 

16 

2 

0 

396 

207 

164 

11 

14 

DEATHS. 

Average. 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1928—37 

Number  of  deaths 

496 

459 

450 

393 

Crude  death  rate 

15.1 

14.0 

13.9 

13.1 

Adjusted  death  rate 
Death-rate,  England 

1 1.5 

10.6 

10.5 

10.0 

and  Wales 

11.6 

12.4 

12.1 

12.1 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  having  occurred  in 
the  Borough  last  year  was  502.  After  deducting  the  deaths 
of  63  “non-residents"  and  adding  the  deaths  in  institutions 
and  other  places  outside  the  Borough  of  57  residents, 
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the  Registrar-General  credited  to  Weston  super  Mare  a 
net  total  of  496  deaths,  of  which  209  were  of  males  and 
287  of  females. 

The  496  deaths  represent  a  crude  death-rate  of  15.1  per 
1,000  of  the  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General.  When  adjusted  for  sex  and  age  distribution,  to 
make  it  comparable  with  other  districts,  the  local  death  rate 
was  11.5.  This  rate  was  higher  than  for  several  years  and 
does  not  compare  as  favourably  as  usual  with  the  death- 
rates  for  the  whole  country  (11.6)  and  of  the  smaller  towns 
(11.0). 

Season  Ah  Mortality.  The  numbers  of  deaths  in  the 
four  quarters  were  :  First  quarter  157,  second  quarter  111, 
third  quarter  97,  and  fourth  quarter  131.  As  usual,  the 
mortality  was  lowest  in  the  summer  months  of  the  July — 
September  quarter  and  highest  in  the  winter  months  of 
the  first  quarter.  The  abnormal  seasonal  distribution  of 
1935  has  not  recurred. 

Sex  and  Age  Distribution.  The  following  table 
shows  the  high  proportion  of  deaths  during  advanced  life. 
Nearly  half  the  deaths  (48  per  cent.)  occurred  at  and  over 
'Three  score  years  and  ten/' 

SEX  AND  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS,  1938. 


Ages  at  death 
in  years. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  1 

......  8 

11 

19 

1  to  9 

.  4 

3 

7 

10  to  24 

.  11 

3 

14 

25  to  44 

......  16 

24 

40 

45  to  64 

. .  62 

64 

126 

65  to  69 

......  17 

35 

52 

—118 

—140 

—258 

70  to  74  . . . 

28 

38 

66 

75  to  79  . . . 

30 

42 

72 

80  to  84 

.  26 

33 

59 

85  to  89 

7 

20 

27 

90  to  94 

— 

11 

11 

95  to  99 

— 

3 

3 

—  91 

—147 

—238 

209 

287 

496 
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Causes  of  Death.  The  accompanying  table  gives  the 
causes  of  death  as  classified  by  the  Registrar-General. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  BOROUGH  OF 
WESTON-SUPER-MARE. 

Registrar-Genera^s  Figures. 


1938 

Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females 

All  Causes  .  Total  496 

209 

287 

1  Typhoid  and  para-typhoid  fevers 

2  Measles 

_ 

1 

3  Scarlet  Fever 

- - 

- - 

4  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

5  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6  Influenza  . 

2 

— 

7  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

8  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

1 

— 

9  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

5 

6 

10  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

1 

1 

11  Syphilis 

— 

1 

12  General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes 

dorsalis 

1 

— 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

40 

55 

14  Diabetes  . 

4 

6 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc . 

9 

19 

16  Heart  Disease 

48 

79 

17  Aneurysm 

2 

1 

1  8  Other  circulatory  diseases 

8 

18 

19  Bronchitis 

6 

7 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

5 

8 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

2 

22  Peptic  ulcer 

4 

3 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

— 

1 

24  Appendicitis 

2 

1 

25  Cirrhosis  of  liver . 

— 

1 

26  Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc . 

3 

1 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

8 

8 

28  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

12 

11 

29  Puerperal  sepsis  . 

— 

— 

30  Other  puerperal  causes  . 

— 

2 

31  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth. 

malformations,  etc . 

9 

7 

32  Senility 

4 

18 

33  Suicide 

4 

3 

34  Other  violence 

10 

9 

35  Other  defined  diseases  . 

21 

18 

36  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  . 

— — 

— . 

Special  causes  (included  in  No.  35  above)  — 

Small-pox 

— 

. — 

Poliomyelitis . 

— 

— 

Polioencephalil  is 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  Total 

8 

11 

under  1  year  . Legitimate . 

7 

11 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

Resident  Population  Mid-year,  1938 

32,690 
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Inquests.  The  inquests  held  by  the  Coroner  in  the 
Borough  last  year  numbered  50,  of  which  41  were  upon  resi 
dents  of  Weston  super-Mare  and  9  upon  non  residents. 
Ten  inquests  upon  Weston  super-Mare  residents  were  held 
outside  the  District.  The  51  inquests  upon  residents  repre¬ 
sented  10.3  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  deaths,  an 


unusually  large  proportion.  The  follov 

■ing 

;  is  a 

summary 

of  the  results  of  all  the  inquests 

• 

Cause  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Natural  Causes  . . 

Accidents  : 

10 

16 

26 

Railway 

2 

— 

2 

Railway  and  motor  car 

2 

— - 

2 

Motor  vehicles . 

'8 

2 

10 

Gas  poisoning 

— 

2 

2 

Burning . 

1 

— 

1 

Kalis  . 

— 

7 

7 

Wounds . 

1 

— - 

1 

Illegal  operation 
Suicide  : 

— 

1 

1 

Railway 

1 

— 

1 

Cut  throat 

1 

1 

9 

Hanging 

. - 

— 

1 

1 

Poisoning  :  Gas 

2 

1 

3 

,,  Acid 

— 

1 

1 

28 

32 

60 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Average. 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1928—37 

Number  of  infant  deaths 

19 

14 

9 

13.6 

Infant  mortality 

Infant  mortality,  Eng- 

50.6 

40.3 

25.7 

44.4 

land  and  Wales 

53 

58 

59 

63 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 

one  year  of  age 

registered  last  year  was 

19  (8  boys  and 

11 

girls), 

of  whom 

1  boy  was  illegitimate. 

These  19  deaths  represent 

an  infant 

mortality  rate  of  50.6  per  1,000  live  births. 

1  O 
iZ 


This  was  the  highest  rate  since  1931,  and  was  due 
solely  to  an  exceptionally  large  number  ot  deaths  from  pre¬ 
mature  birth  and  congenital  defects  which  are  at  present 
unpreventable.  Of  the  19  deaths,  17  premature  or  malformed 
infants  died  at  ages  of  from  a  few  minutes  to  7  days.  Of  the 
other  two  deceased  infants  one  died  at  one  month  from 
marasmus  and  gastro-enteritis  (non-epidemic),  and  the  other 
at  six  months  from  broncho-pneumonia.  It  is  the  year-to- 
year  continued  very  small  proportion  of  deaths  outside  the 
neo-natal  period  which  is  so  satisfactory  and  speaks  so  well 
for  the  work  of  the  Welfare  Association  and  the  Health 
Visitors. 
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General  Provision  of  Health 
Services  in  the  Area. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Superintendent  of  Isolation 
Hospital.  A.  E.  Remmett  Weaver,  t  m.d.,  B.ch.,  d.p.h. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Meat  Inspector,  and  Drainage 
Inspector.  H.  W.  Bladon,|  Fellow  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Association  ;  Robertson  Prizeman  Meat  and  Food 
Inspection  ;  Robertson  Prizeman  Practical  Sanitation  ; 
Founder’s  Prizeman  in  Hygiene,  Birmingham  and 
Midland  Institute. 

Sanitary  Inspector.  Charles  E.  IJrch,  i  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
and  Meat  Inspector’s  Certificates,  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute. 

Abattoir  Superintendent  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  Ivor  A. 
Stephenson,  $  Meat  Inspector's  and  Sanitary  Inspec¬ 
tor’s  Certificates,  R.oyal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Chief  Health  Visitor.  Miss  Doris  E.  Dallaway,  State 
Registered  Nurse,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute,  Certificate  of  Central  Midwives 
Board. 

Health  Visitors.  Miss  Annie  E.  Rossiter,  Certificate  of 
Central  Midwives  Board,  Certificate  of  Royal  Sani¬ 
tary  Institute  for  Health  Visitors. 

Mrs.  Annie  M.  Bishop,  State  Registered  Nurse, 
Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  Certificate 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Health  Visitors. 

Matron  Isolation  Hospital.  Miss  A.  Maney,  State  Regis¬ 
tered  Nurse  and  Registered  Fever  Nurse,  Certificate 
of  Central  Midwives  Board. 

Clerk.  Miss  D.  P>.  PowELL. 

Junior  Clerk.  Miss  J.  R.  Stower. 

X  Salary  contribution  by  Exchequei  grants. 
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Staff  Changes.  Early  in  July  Mr.  John  Stewardson, 
who  had  been  the  very  efficient  and  respected  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Abattoir  since  its  opening  in  1916,  passed  away 
after  a  long  illness.  The  Health  Committee  decided  that 
the  new  Superintendent  should  also  be  on  the  Health  De¬ 
partment  Staff  of  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Accordingly  Mr. 
Ivor  A.  Stephenson,  formerly  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for 
the  Borough  of  Southall,  was  appointed  as  Abattoir  Super¬ 
intendent  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  order  to  cope  with  the  increasing  work  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  its  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme,  the 
Council  in  January  last  year  decided  to  employ  a  third  Health 
Visitor.  Mrs.  Bishop  was  appointed  to  the  post  and  com¬ 
menced  her  duties  in  May. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Milk,  water,  pathological  specimens,  etc.,  are  examined 
at  the  County  Laboratory,  Taunton.  The  provision  of  a 
laboratory  at  the  Town  Hall  has  been  considered  from  time 
to  time  during  the  past  few  years,  particularly  when  the 
County  Offices  and  Laboratory  were  removed  to  Taunton. 
No  definite  decision  was  reached,  partly  owing  to  lack  of 
accommodation,  and  partly  to  the  prospect  of  facilities 
for  pathological  examinations  being  available  at  the  General 
Hospital.  The  Hospital  Authorities  are  to  be  congratu¬ 
lated  upon  once  more  showing  their  intention  to  keep  their 
institution  up-to-date  in  all  respects,  and  pioviding  a  well- 
fitted  Pathological  Laboratory.  It  was  opened  in  Novem¬ 
ber  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  A.  T.  F.  Rowley. 

ambulance  facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases.  The  Council  has  at 
the  Isolation  Hospital  a  20-h.p.  fever  ambulance. 

(b)  For  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases.  The 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  has  three  public  motor  ambu¬ 
lances  and  one  smaller  private  ambulance  available  at  its 
headquarters  in  Oxford  Street.  In  the  autumn  one  old  Ford 
ambulance  was  replaced  by  a  new  25-h.p.  ambulance  with 
a  specially- built  large  body  to  accommodate  four  stretchers, 
and  the  private  long  distance  and  invalid  car  was  pur¬ 
chased. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 


The  Weston-super-Maie  District  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tion,,  which  is  affiliated  with  the  Queen’s  Jubilee  Institute 
for  Nurses  and  the  Somerset  County  Association,  employs 
seven  nurses  for  nursing  and  midwifery  in  the  homes.  The 
Association  carries  out  its  important  functions  very  effici¬ 
ently  and  economically. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Particulars  of  the  voluntary  Welfare  Centres,  Ante^ 
Natal  Clinic  and  Day  Nursery  are  given  in  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  section  pages  22-25. 

The  following  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  are  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  County  Council. 

At  Clifton  House,  46,  Boulevard  : 

1.  School  Clinic.  Tuesday  afternoons  at  2  and 
Saturday  mornings  at  9.30.  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  D.  G. 
Evans. 

2.  Orthopaedic  Clinic.  Mondays — Surgeons  Clinic 
second  Monday  in  each  month.  Orthopaedic  Suigeon,  Miss 
M.  F.  Forrester-Brown,  M.S.,  M.D. 

3.  Artificial  Light  Clinic.  Monday  and  Thurs¬ 
day  afternoons.  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Latimer  J.  Short. 

4.  Tuberculosis  Dispensary.  Tuesdays.  Tubercu¬ 
losis  Officer,  Dr.  Latimer  J.  Short. 

5.  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic.  For  men  :  Tuesdays, 
5.30—7  p.m.,  and  Fridays  5.30 — 7  p.m.  For  women  : 
Tuesdays,  3.30  p.m.,  and  Saturdays,  10.30  a.m.  Medical 
Officer,  Dr.  D.  G.  Evans. 

6.  Eye  Clinic  for  Infants  and  School  Children. 
By  arrangement.  County  Oculist,  Dr.  Ian  Georgeson. 

At  the  General  Hospital  : 

7.  Mental  Clinic.  Second  and  last  Saturday  morn 
ings  in  each  month  at  11.30  a.m.  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  J. 
McGarvey,  Wells  Mental  Hospital. 
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HOSPITALS. 


I.  Within  the  Borough. 

1.  Weston-super-Mare  Isolation  Hospital.  The 
Council’s  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  in  Drove  Road 
comprises  a  cubicle,  temporary  diphtheria  and  two  fever 
blocks,  with  administration,  laundry  and  disinfection  blocks. 
The  cubicle  block,  which  contains  an  operation  room,  and 
the  administration  block  were  opened  in  December,  1935, 
and  are  of  modern  design  and  construction. 

The  present  accommodation  is  for  28  beds— 8  in  the 
new  cubicles,  14  in  the  two  old  permanent  blocks  and  6 
in  the  temporary  diphtheria  block.  The  “Scheme  for  the 
provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for  the  treatment  of 
infectious  disease  in  the  County  of  Somerset/'  made  by  the 
County  Council  in  accordance  with  Section  63  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1929,  requires  the  Weston-super-Mare 
Hospital  to  have  a  minimum  accommodation  for  32  beds. 

The  Council’s  extension  scheme,  prepared  in  1932,  pro¬ 
vided  for  this  full  complement  of  beds  ;  but  as  there  was 
difficulty  in  the  County  Council  making  an  immediate 
contribution  towards  the  cost  owing  to  the  financial  crisis, 
the  Borough  Council  decided  in  1933  to  proceed  with  the  more 
urgent  portions  of  the  extension  and  they  were  completed 
in  1935. The  laundry  block,  having  been  for  some  years 
urgently  in  need  of  reconstruction,  the  Borough  Council  in 
April  last  year  decided  to  ask  the  County  Council  to 
approve  the  completion  of  the  extension  scheme  and  to 
make  a  contribution  towards  the  whole  cost.  The  negotia¬ 
tions  are  not  yet  completed. 

2.  The  General  Hospital.  This  voluntary  hospital 
has  accommodation  for  104  beds.  There  are  fully  equipped 
casualty,  out-patient  and  X-ray  and  electrical  departments, 
and  special  clinics  for  mental,  skin  and  eye  cases.  Five 
maternity  beds  are  subsidised  by  the  Borough  Council. 

II.  Outside  the  Borough. 

1.  Bridgwater  Baby  Hospital.  This  hospital  for  six 
babies  is  maintained  by  the  County  Council. 
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2.  Small  Pox.  The  County  Council  ha?  provided  a 
small-pox  hospital  for  20  beds  at  Cossington  and  under¬ 
taken  the  isolation  and  treatment  of  any  small-pox  cases 
occurring  in  the  Borough, 

3.  Bath  and  Wessex  Children's  Orthopaedic 
Hospital.  This  voluntary  hospital  is  subsidised  by  the 
Somerset  and  Wilts  County,  and  Bath  City  Councils,  and 
also  receives  patients  sent  by  Borough  and  District  Councils 
within  the  area.  The  hospital  is  recognised  as  a  Special 
School  by  the  Board  of  Education. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

The  Council’s  Maternity  and  Child  Wrelfare  Scheme  is 
administered  by  its  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee, 
which  includes  six  co-opted  ladies,  four  of  whom  are  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Voluntary  Association. 

HEAI/TH  VISITING. 

The  Chief  Health  Visitor  gives  a  portion  of  her  time 
to  the  County  Council  for  tuberculosis  duties  in  the  Borough, 
and  she  also  attends  the  Major  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  thus 
securing  valuable  co-ordination  with  the  County  Tubercu¬ 
losis  and  Orthopaedic  Schemes.  The  two  Assistant  Visitors 
give  their  whole  time  to  maternity  and  child  welfare  duties, 
including  attendance  at  the  Voluntary  Welfare  Centres  and 
Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Where  advice  on  infant  hygiene  and  feeding  is  likely 
to  be  necessary  or  welcomed,  notified  births  are  promptly 
visited,  and  the  children  kept  under  observation  until 
five  years  of  age.  Expectant  mothers  are  visited  as  far  as 
they  are  known. 


18 


Summary  of  Visits,  1938. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : 

First  visits  paid  to  infants  under  1  year  .  344 

Re-visits  paid  to  infants  under  1  year  .  1 ,569 

Re-visits  to  children  1  to  5  years  .  4,172 

Total  visits  to  infants  and  young  children  — —  6,085 

First  visits  to  expectant  mothers  .  151 

Re-visits  to  expectant  mothers  .  .  259 

Total  visits  to  expectant  mothers  .  — —  410 

Visits  re  milk  grants  .  .  257 

Visits  to  Boarded-out  Children  .  .  285 

Visits  re  measles  and  whooping  cough  in  child¬ 
ren  under  5  years  .  .  .  61 

Attendances  at  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante- 

Natal  Clinic  . . . .  252 

- 7,310 

Other  Visits  : 

Tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  476 

Other  notifiable  infectious  diseases  ......  .  149 

Non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  .  .  128 

Attendances  at  Clinics  .  .  .  74 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  154 

- -  981 

Total  Visits  .  8,291 


The  services  of  the  third  Health  Visitor  since  May  last 
year  have  proved  of  great  value  not  only  in  enabling  more 
visits  to  be  made,  especially  to  older  children  and  expectant 
mothers,  but  also  in  giving  latitude  to  devote  extra  time 
to  serious  cases,  attendances  at  special  clinics  and  relief 
duties. 


EXTRA  NOURISHMENT. 

During  the  past  year  grants  of  pasteurised  or  dried 
milk  were  made  to  206  families,  including  41  expectant  and 
64  nursing  mothers  and  220  children  ;  38,548  pints  of  liquid 
milk  and  49  packets  of  dried  milk  being  supplied  at  a  total 
cost  of  £364  5s.  8d.  In  the  previous  year  grants  were 
made  to  180  families  at  a  cost  of  £395  19s.  7d.,  and  in 
1936  to  182  families  at  a  cost  of  £385  4s.  8d. 
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Meads  for  mothers  and  children  are  not  provided. 

Rickets.  In  addition  to  milk,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  has  authority  to  grant  to  cases  of  rickets,  or  incipient 
rickets,  special  Vitamin  A.  and  D.  preparations,  and  arti- 
licial  light  and  orthopaedic  treatment,  hast  year  maltoline, 
virol,  etc.  were  supplied  to  18  children  at  a  total  cost  of 
£5  10s.  lOd.  In  the  previous  year  similar  preparations 

were  given  to  5  children  at  a  cost  of  £\  8s.  Od. 

SPECIAL  EXAMINATIONS  AND  TREATMENT 

Eight  Treatment.  Eight  children  suffering  from 
rickets,  debility,  enlarged  glands,  etc.,  and  needing  artifi¬ 
cial  sunlight  therapy  were  sent  to  the  County  Eight  Clinic 
last  year.  In  the  previous  year  the  number  of  children 
referred  was  12. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment.  Children  needing  special 
orthopaedic  examination  or  treatment  are  referred  to  the 
County  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  and  for  in-patient  treatment 
to  the  Bath  and  Wessex  Children's  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
Combe  Park,  Bath.  The  Borough  Council  pays  for  examina¬ 
tions  and  treatment  at  the  Clinic,  but  parents  are  required 
to  contribute  according  to  their  means  towards  the  cost 
of  surgical  appliances  and  in-patient  treatment. 

During  the  past  year  17  children  suffering  from  early 
orthopaedic  defects  were  notified  by  private  doctors,  the 
Medical  Officers  of  the  Welfare  Centres,  or  the  Health  Visitors. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  referred  14  of  these  to  the 
Orthopaedic  Clinic.  In  the  previous  year  19  cases  were 
reported  and  16  of  them  were  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic 
Clinic. 

One  child  was  sent  to  the  Bath  Orthopaedic  Hospital 
for  operative  treatment  of  a  paralytic  deformity  of  his  hand. 
The  boys  stay  in  Hospital  was  nearly  12  weeks  and  the 
charge  to  the  Council,  £31  2s.  6d.  He  also  received 

radium  treatment  at  the  Bristol  General  Hospital  for  a 
tumour  of  the  lip  at  a  cost  of  £5  10s.  Od.  The  Maternity 

and  Child  Welfare  Committee  also  expended  £10  8s.  6d, 

on  massage  for  two  children  and  a  surgical  instrument. 
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The  number  of  early  deformities,  particularly  those  of 
rickety  origin,  is  decreasing  from  year  to  year,  and  it  would 
seem  that  the  increasing  care  and  attention  which  is  being  de¬ 
voted  to  the  health  and  nutrition  alike  of  expectant  mothers 
and  children  is  yielding  encouraging  results  in  this  direction. 

Defective  Sight  and  Squint,  hast  year  five  children, 
reported  to  be  suffering  from  squint,  were  referred  to  the 
County  Oculist  for  examination  and  treatment  at  the  cost 
of  the  Borough  Council. 

Minor  Augments.  Young  children  needing  medical 
treatment  for  minor  ailments  can  usually  obtain  it  from  the 
family  or  Medical  Aid  doctor  or  at  the  General  Hospital,  but 
in  order  to  deal  with  certain  exceptional  or  special  cases  a 
Minor  Ailment  Clinic  is  provided  at  the  Health  Department, 
Town  PI  all. 

WEEFARE  CENTRES  AND  ANTE-NATAE  CEINIC. 

The  Weston-super-Mare  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Association  conducts  the  two  Welfare  Centres  and  the  Ante¬ 
natal  Clinic.  For  twenty-one  years  this  Voluntary  Associa¬ 
tion  has  been  working  in  the  cause  of  the  health  and  well¬ 
being  of  the  mothers  and  children  in  this  town,  and  in  the 
last  Health  Report  an  account  of  the  development  of  its 
activities  and  an  appreciation  of  the  results  attained  was 
given.  But  the  Association  is  still  alive  to  possiblities  of 
increasing  its  usefulness,  and  have  under  consideration  im¬ 
provement  of  the  arrangements  for  dental  treatment  and  also 
the  provision  of  a  Welfare  Centre  in  the  southern  district 
of  the  town. 

During  the  year  1938-39  Eady  Davies  wras  President, 
Mrs.  Page  Honorary  Secretary,  and  Miss  S.  E.  Evans  Hon¬ 
orary  Treasurer  of  the  Association,  wrhile  Mrs.  Edmunds 
remained  Registrar  of  the  Weston  Centre  and  Mrs.  Eewis 
Eovill  Superintendent  of  the  Milton  Centre. 

The  Borough  Council,  in  accordance  with  its  Scheme 
under  Section  101  of  the  Eocal  Government  Act,  1929,  makes 
an  annual  contribution  towards  the  expenditure  of  the 
Voluntary  Association.  The  subsidy  was  originally  £135  per 
annum,  but  as  the  wrnrk  of  the  Association  developed. 
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additional  financial  assistance  became  necessaiy  from  time 
to  time,  and  the  Council's  contribution  last  year  was  £250. 
It  will  be  increased  to  £300  to  cover  the  additional  cost  of 
the  proposed  new  centre  and  improved  arrangements  for 
dental  treatment. 

The  Council  also  assists  by  allowing  the  Assistant 
Health  Visitors  to  act  as  Nurses  at  the  Welfare  Centres 
and  Ante- Natal  Clinic. 

WESTON  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE.  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  Hall,  Waterloo  Street,  Tuesday  afternoons  at 
2.30  and  Friday  mornings  at  11  O’clock.  Medical  Officer, 
Dr.  R.  M.  Alford. 

This  Centre  is  held  in  the  convenient  and  well-equipped 
Congregational  Church  Hall  which  is  very  kindly  lent  by  the 
Minister  and  Deacons  of  the  Church. 

The  total  number  of  children  who  attended  last  year 
was  657,  of  whom  245  were  new  cases.  The  total  number 
of  attendances  was  4,535,  or  45.8  per  session.  Doctors’ 
consultations  amounted  to  2,728.  or  nearly  27.5  per  session. 

In  the  1937  Health  Report  it  was  mentioned  that  the 
work  of  this  Centre  seemed  to  have  reached  its  maximum, 
but  last  year  there  was  a  still  further  increase.  The  Associa 
tion  is  very  wise  in  attempting  to  relieve  the  increasing 
congestion  by  establishing  another  Centre  to  serve  the 
Bournville  Estate  and  Moorland  Road  districts. 

Two  well-attended  couises  of  Lectures  to  Mothers,  ar¬ 
ranged  by  Mrs.  Page,  were  given  by  experts  on  the  subjects 
dealt  with. 

The  Thrift  Club  was  again  conducted  by  Mrs.  Tomes, 
and  £240  was  paid  out  at  Christmas. 

MILTON  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE.  Mission 
Room,  Ashcombe  Park  Road,  on  the  second,  fourth  and 
fifth  Wednesday  afternoons  of  the  month.  Medical  Officer, 
Dr.  W.  J.  Petty. 

The  Association  is  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  J .  J ackson  Barstow, 
D.L.,  J.P.,  for  the  use  of  the  Mission  Room  as  a  Welfare 
Centre  for  the  Milton  District. 
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Mrs.  Lewis  Lovill,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Centre,  gave 
some  practical  talks  to  the  mothers,  and  Miss  Lowther  again 
organised  the  Thrift  Club. 

This  Welfare  Centre,  has  done  very  good  and  useful 
work  since  it  was  opened  in  1920,  On  balance,  however,  the 
attendance  has  been  falling  for  several  years.  In  1938  the 
number  of  newly  joining  children  was  26,  as  against  65  in  1929 
and  50  in  1930  :  and  the  total  number  of  children  attending 
was  73,  as  against  106 in  1929  and  110  in  1930.  In  view  of  the 
decline  in  the  work  at  Milton  and  the  growing  child  popula¬ 
tion  in  the  Bournville  and  Moorland  Road  districts,  the 
Association  have  decided  to  close  the  Ashcombe  Park  Road 
Centre  at  the  end  of  June,  and  transfer  the  equipment  to  a 
new  Centre  in  Moorland  Road. 

ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS.  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  Hall,  Waterloo  Street,  Tuesday  mornings 
at  11  o’clock.  Medical  Officers,  Dr.  Mary  Somers  and  Dr. 
Hugh  Powell. 

Ante -Natal  Cases.  The  number  of  expectant  mothers 
who  attended  last  year  was  136,  being  11  more  than  in  the 
previous  year.  The  Medical  Officers  recommended  25 
expectant  mothers  for  in-patient  maternity  observation 
or  treatment,  10  for  private  medical  advice  and  25  for  dental 
treatment  at  the  General  Plospital. 

Post-Natal  Cases.  A  scheme  to  encourage  the  attend¬ 
ance  of  mothers  for  post-natal  examination  and  advice  was 
made  at  the  end  of  1937.  Last  year  10  mothers  made  11 
visits  to  the  Clinic  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  numbers  will 
increase. 

The  Council  are  deeply  indebted  to  the  Voluntary 
Association  and  to  Dr.  Mary  Somers  and  Dr.  Hugh  Powell 
for  their  work  for  expectant  and  other  mothers. 

Statistics.  The  accompanying  table  summarises  the 
attendances,  etc.,  at  the  two  Welfare  Centres  and  the  Ante- 
Natal  Clinic  during  1938  with  the  corresponding  totals  for 
1937  for  comparision.  The  number  of  infants  who  attended 
the  Welfare  Centres  for  the  first  time  last  year  represented 
56  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  live  births  during  the 
year.  Although  this  percentage  is  less  than  in  the  two  pre¬ 
vious  years,  it  is  .still  extraordinarily  large,  particularly  when 
the  social  constitution  of  the  population  is  taken  into  account. 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES  AND  ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC,  1938. 
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DAY  NURSERY. 


The  “Beatrice  Jones  Day  Nursery”  on  the  sands  is 
admirably  conducted  by  a  Voluntary  Committee.  It  is  open 
daily  during  the  summer  months,  chiefly  for  the  care  of 
visitors’  children,  and  is  under  the  charge  of  a  nurse,  assisted 
by  a  rota  of  V.A.D.  and  St.  John  Nurses. 

It  has  24  rest  couches  and  16  sleeping  places,  with 
swings  and  other  game  facilities  for  the  older  children. 

Mrs.  Frampton,  the  Hon.  Secretary,  reports  that  last 
year  the  Nursery  was  open  for  the  three  months  ending 
August  31st,  and  during  this  period  2,307  children  were 
“‘cared  for”  including  146  accidents  and  221  lost  children. 


Infant  Life  Protection. 

BOARDED -OUT  CHILDREN. 

The  Weston-super-Mare  Borough  Council  is  the 
Registration  and  Supervising  Authority  under  Part  I.  of  the 
Children  Act,  1908.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Chief  Health  Visitor  are  the  appointed  Infant  Protection 
Visitors. 

At  the  end  of  1937  there  were  on  the  ‘‘Register 
of  Infants  received  for  Reward”  the  names  of  24  children 
(11  boys  and  13  girls).  During  1938  the  names  of  29  child¬ 
ren  (16  boys  and  13  girls)  were  added  to  the  Register  and  the 
names  of  36  children  (20  boys  and  16  girls)  were  removed- 
one  having  attained  the  age  of  9  years,  3  having  been  adopted, 
29  returned  to  their  parents,  and  3  transferred  to  foster  par¬ 
ents  outside  the  Borough — leaving  the  names  of  17  children 
(7  boys  and  10  girls)  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  1937  there  were  8  names  on  the  Register 
of  ‘‘Persons  receiving  Infants  for  Reward.”  During  the 
past  year  6  names  were  removed  and  6  fresh  ones  added, 
leaving  8  names  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1938. 

All  the  children  and  foster-parents  were  systematically 
visited,  the  conditions  found  being  satisfactory  and  in  most 
homes  very  good.  There  was  no  necessity  to  take  any  legal 
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proceedings.  The  health  of  the  children  was  generally 
good,  but  two  children  were  under  treatment  for  minor 
orthopaedic  defects,  and  one  child  who  came  to  Weston  in 
a  bad  state  of  health  had  a  serious  illness  and  his  recovery 
was  largely  due  to  the  devotion  and  nursing  of  the  foster- 
mother. 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

MIDWIVES. 

There  were  nine  registered  midwive^  practising  in  the 
Borough  last  year.  They  are  supervised  by  the  County 
Council,  the  Ministry  of  Health  having  refused  to  make  the 
Borough  Council  the  ‘'supervising  authority"  under  the 
.Mid wives’  Acts. 


MATERNITY  BEDS. 

The  Council  have  an  arrangement  with  the  General 
Hospital  by  which  five  beds  and  a  labour  ward  are  set  aside 
in  the  Hospital’s  Private  Wards  for  maternity  cases,  the 
Council  paying  for  cases  admitted  with  the  appioval  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  the  rate  of  three  guineas  per 
week.  The  mothers  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  their 
treatment  in  accordance  with  their  means,  but  many  are 
assisted  by  the  Hospital  League. 

Last  March  the  facilities  for  prompt  special  treatment 
of  patients  admitted  to  the  maternity  beds  were  improved 
by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Hugh  Powell  as  Obstetric  Officer 
and  Dr.  R.  M.  Alford  as  Assistant  Obstetric  Officer  to  the 
Hospital. 

Of  the  43  maternity  cases  admitted  last  year  from 
Weston-super-Mare  and  the  surrounding  districts,  34  were 
Borough  cases  for  whom  the  Council  assumed  liability.  Of 
these  34  patients,  9  were  emergencies  and  25  were  booked 
cases,  18  of  the  latter  being  referred  from  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinic  and  7  by  their  own  doctors;  and  11  being  admitted  for 
medical  or  obstetric  reasons,  and  14  on  account  of  the 
absence  of  suitable  accommodation  or  assistance  at  home. 

The  average  stay  in  Hospital  of  the  34  mothers  was  15.8 
days. 
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obstetric  consultant. 


In  February  Dr.  Hugh  Powell  was  appointed  as  the 
Council’s  Obstetric  Consultant.  As  Dr.  Powell  is  one  of  the 
Medical  Oificers  to  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  and  Obstetric 
Officer  to  the  General  Hospital,  his  appointment  as  Obstetric 
Consultant  forms  a  very  valuable  link  in  the  Maternity 
Service. 


DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

Last  year  25  mothers  were  referred  from  the  Welfare 
Centre  or  Ante-Natal  Clinic  to  the  Dental  Department  of 
the  General  Hospital,  and  23  of  these  received  dental  treat¬ 
ment.  The  Dental  Surgeon  of  the  Hospital,  by  a  private 
arrangement  with  the  Borough  Council,  provides  artificial 
dentures  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  needing  them. 
Last  year  three  mothers  were  supplied  with  dentures  at  a 
cost  to  the  Council  of  £13  :  18  :  0 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Association  propose 
to  appoint  an  Honorary  Dentist  who  will  give  all  necessary 
dental  treatment  to  mothers  and  children  referred  to  him, 
and  also  carry  out  dental  inspections  at  the  Centres  This 
scheme  should  facilitate  the  procuring  of  dental  treatment, 
particularly  as  regards  fillings 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  MORBIDITY. 

Last  year  there  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis 
but  two  from  other  puerperal  causes.  These  two  deaths 
represent  a  total  puerperal  mortality  of  5.01  per  1,000  total 
births. 

During  1938  the  notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia 
numbered  1 1 ,  but  two  of  these  referred  to  conditions  in  which 
delivery  was  incidental  to  other  disease. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 

Area. 


WATER 

The  Banwell  spring  provides  a  constant  supply  of  excel¬ 
lent  drinking  water  which  flows  by  gravitation  through  a 
double  pipe  line  to  the  Water  Works  in  Milton  Road,  from 
whence  it  is  pumped  to  the  service  reservoirs:  low  level  at 
Montpelier  and  high  level  on  Worlebury  Hill 

The  Banwell  water  is  of  exceptionally  fine  quality,  being 
organicalty  very  pure  and,  although  a  limestone  water,  of 
only  moderate  hardness.  In  order  to  ensure  its  bacterio¬ 
logical  purit}^  the  water  is  treated  by  the  '‘chloramine”  process 
at  the  Waterworks  before  being  pumped  to  the  service  reser¬ 
voirs.  Periodic  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  town 
supply  are  made  and  show  that  the  treatment  is  successful 
and  thai  the  water  is  bacteriologically  very  pure. 

Last  year  48  samples  were  examined  with  the  following 
results  : — Number  of  organisms  growing  at  37  °C  per  milli¬ 
litre  of  water  :  Sterile  or  less  than  1,  12  samples  ;  1,  10  samples  ; 
2,  6  samples  ;  3,  3  samples  ;  4,  8  samples  ;  5,  5  samples  ;  7, 

1  sample  ;  9,  1  sample  ;  11,  1  sample  ;  and  15,  1  sample.  The 
average  number  of  organisms  per  sample  was  2.07  per  milli¬ 
litre.  None  of  the  samples  showed  coli  or  eoli  aerogenes 
bacteria. 


Periodical  chemical  examinations  also  are  made  by  the 
Council’s  Analysts,  Messrs.  Hehner  &  Cox,  of  London. 
The  following  analysis,  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000  of 
a  specimen  taken  on  25th  October,  1938,  is  typical  of  the 
chemical  composition  of  the  water  as  supplied  to  the  town  : 


Chlorine  (as  chlorides) 
Free  Chlorine 
vSulphuric  Acid  (SO  3) 
Nitric  Acid  (N2O5) 
Nitrites 

Free  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 


1.45-NaCl  2.4 

.  0.02 

1.28 

.  0.5 

Faint  trace. 

.  0.025 

.  0.001 
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Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  at  80  °F.  in 


15  mins.  .  0.009 

Do.  in  4  hours  .  „  ......  .  .  .  0.013 

Total  solids  dried  at  212  °F.  .  .  .  22.7 

Loss  on  Ignition  .  .  .  .  .  3.2 

Appearance  of  solids  on  heating  . .  No  change 

Hardness  :  Total  .  .  .  .  .  17.4 

,,  Temporary  . .  . .  15.8 

,,  Permanent  .  .  .  .  1.6 

Heavy  Metals  .  .  .  . .  Absent 


Distribution  and  local  supplies  are  under  constant  super¬ 
vision.  A  new  6  inch  main  was  laid  last  year  in  Locking  Rpad. 

Last  summer  the  water  from  the  public  pump  at  Old 
Mixon  was  found  to  be  unsafe  for  drinking  purposes,  and 
negotiations  were  opened  with  the  Axbridge  Council  for  a 
supply  to  be  given  from  its  low  service  mains  to  the  houses 
in  this  district. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Particulars  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report  on  page  57. 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

Details  of  action  taken  during  the  year  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  are  given  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report,  p.  56. 


CAMPING  SITES. 

The  supervision  of  camping  sites  has  given  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  of  trouble  to  the  Sanitary  Staff  for  a  number 
of  years.  Powers  to  control  sites  used  for  more  than  three 
months  were  obtained  by  the  Council’s  Private  Act  of  1934, 
but  these  have  proved  of  little  practical  use.  The  licensing 
powers  given  by  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
have  been  of  much  more  value. 

Last  Summer  12  camping  sites  were  occupied,  and  of 
these  1 1  were  licensed.  The  estimated  maximum  number  of 
campers  resident  in  the  area  at  one  time  was  2,900  during 
the  peak  of  the  August  holidays. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POODS. 


The  two  covered  Sea-water  Swimming  Baths  at 
Knightstone  were  provided  with  continuous  heating,  filtra¬ 
tion  and  chlorination  plants  some  years  ago. 

Glentworth  Bay  Take  is  much  used  for  open-air  swim¬ 
ming  and  sun  bathing.  The  sea-water  is  renewed  by  the 
tides. 

The  open  air  Swimming  Pool  on  the  south  beach  was 
opened  on  1st  July,  1937,  and  has  attracted  thousands  of 
bathers  and  spectators  during  the  summer  months  of  the 
past  two  years.  The  sea-water  is  efficiently  and  continu¬ 
ously  filtered  and  chlorinated.  A  hygienic  system  of  wire 
clothes  hangers  has  been  adopted,  also  showers  and  foot 
baths  for  use  before  entering  the  pool. 

There  are  no  privately  owned  swimming  baths  open  to 
the  public  in  the  district. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

The  numbers  of  infested  houses  reported  or  discovered 
in  1938  were  (a)  Council  houses,  1  ;  (b)  other  houses,  14.  All 
were  disinfested  by  thorough  spraying,  repeated  when 
required  with  Ratsouris,  Killgerside  or  Zaldecide.  It  was 
not  necessary  last  year  to  use  hydrogen  cyanide  fumigation. 

The  belongings  of  tenants  moving  into  Council  houses 
are  inspected  and  disinfected  and  disinfested  as  necessary. 

All  inspection  and  disinfestation  wmrk  is  carried  out 
by  the  Council’s  staff. 

The  number  of  affected  houses  is  so  comparatively  small 
that  it  is  easy  for  the  Inspectors  to  give  instructions  to 
tenants  in  reference  to  the  prevention  of  re -infestation 
and  see  that  they  are  carried  out. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  public  elementary  and  secondary  schools  are  under 
the  control  of  the  County  Ediication  Committee. 

Sanitary  inspections  of  all  the  schools  were  made  last 
year  and  the  conditions  found  to  be  very  satisfactory,  except 
in  the  case  of  one  non-provided  school  which  is  to  be  rebuilt 
on  a  new  site.  Their  water  supply  is  obtained  from  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  mains. 
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All  cases  of  infectious  disease  coming  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Head  Teachers  are  reported  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  forms  prescribed  by  the  County 
Education  Committee.  Cases  not  already  known  to  the 
Health  Department  are  investigated  by  the  Health 
Visitors  and  appropriate  action  taken  in  the  homes  and 
schools 

All  children  suffering  from  notifiable  infectious  dis¬ 
eases  and  contacts  are  excluded,  notices  being  issued  to  the 
parents  and  to  the  schools  ;  and  the  excluded  children  are 
not  allowed  to  return  to  school  until  re-admission  notices 
have  been  issued. 

Housing. 

« 

(A)  STATISTICS,  1938. 

1  .—-Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year  ; 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 


Housing  Acts)  .  .  .  . .  187 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  .  .  357 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolid¬ 


ated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  .  .  101 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  .  .  327 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  .  .  41 


2.— -Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  .  .  .  .  41 
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3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  the  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  7 

(b)  By  Bocal  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
iemedied  .  .  .  .  .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

detects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  :  — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  1 

(b)  By  Bocal  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  w^ere  made .  .  .  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  7 

D.  Proceedings  under  section  12  ot  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  .  .  .  .  .  0 
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4. — Housing  Act,  1936.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  ovei crowded  at  the 


end  of  year  .  .  .  .  .  9 

(iii  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  10 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  622 

(bl  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year .  .  .  .  .  9 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  .  .  ......  10 

Til  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  61 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  of  recurrence  of  over 

crowding  after  abatement  .  .  .  0 


Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  during  1938. 


Houses  erected  by  (i)  Local  Authority  .  .  39 

(ii)  Other  Local  Authorities  .  0 

(iii)  Other  bodies  or  persons  .  183 

Number  of  flats  :  New  .  .  .  .  0 

Conveisions  .  .  .  22 

Total  Number  of  new  houses  and  flats  .  .  244 


Inspection  &  Supervision  of  Food. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milk-shops  have  been 
systematically  inspected.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the 
cowsheds  and  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk  produced  still 
need  supervision.  The  dairies  and  milk-shops  were  gener¬ 
ally  satisfactory. 

Designated  Mieks.  Last  year  the  following  licences 
were  granted  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order, 
1936  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  :  Two  supplementary  licences  to 
sell  T.T.  milk  produced  outside  the  District. 
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Pasteurised  Milk  :  One  supplementary  licence  to  sell 
Pasteurised  milk  produced  outside  the  District. 

Accredited  Milk  :  One  producer  is  licensed  by  the 
County  Council. 

Milk  Examinations.  During  the  past  year  three 
samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  to  the  County 
Bacteriologist  for  examination  and  all  were  reported  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  Regulations.  Of  three  samples  of  “accredited’ 
milk  one  was  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Seven  samples  of  herd  milk  also  were  examined  for 
tubercle  bacilli,  and  found  to  be  free. 

ICE  CREAM  AND  PRESERVED  FOODS. 

In  accordance  with  Section  112  of  the  Weston-super- 
Mare  Urban  District  Act,  1934,  all  manufacturers  and  sellers 
of  ice-cream  and  their  premises  must  be  registered  with  the 
Council. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  150  registrations  under 
Section  112  :  Two  makers  only,  53  makers  and  vendors,  and 
95  vendors  only. 

By  Section  115  of  the  1934  Act  all  premises  used,  or 
proposed  to  be  used,  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture 
of  potted  or  preserved  meats,  fish  or  other  foods  must  be 
registered.  Under  this  Section  there  were  42  premises  on 
the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Weston-super-Mare  is  fortunate  in  having  a  Public 
Abattoir,  but  no  private  slaughter-houses. 

The  carcasses  of  all  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir 
are  subjected  to  careful  examination  before  they  are  re¬ 
moved  for  sale.  Meat  brought  from  outside  the  Borough 
is  inspected  in  the  shops. 

Details  of  condemned  meat  and  other  foods  will  be 
found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  pages  63  and  64. 

CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL 
EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD. 

The  Public  Analyst  and  County  Bacteriologist,  Mr. 
D.  R.  Wood,  F.I.C.,  carries  out  all  necessary  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examinations  at  the  County  Laboratory, 
County  Hall,  Taunton. 
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The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  are  administeied  by 
the  County  Officers  who  last  year  submitted  94  samples, 
including  35  of  milk,  taken  in  the  District  to  the  County 
Analyst,  who  reported  all  to  be  genuine  except  these  sam¬ 
ples  of  drugs  and  one  sample  of  milk,  which  were  adulte¬ 
rated — -the  sellers  were  cautioned. 

For  further  details,  see  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report, 
page  66 


Nutrition  and  Health  Propaganda. 

The  Lectures  to  Mothers  at  the  Welfare  Centres  include 
many  useful  talks  on  food,  nutrition,  clothing  and  general 
health  topics,  and  so  information  directly  reaches  the  most 
important  persons  concerned — namely,  the  mothers  and 
housewives.  Advice  is  also  given  in  the  homes  by  the  Health 
Visitors.  Eight  hundred  copies  of  the  Somerset  Edition  of 
“Better  Health'*  were  distributed  free  each  month. 

During  the  early  months  of  the  year  the  Council  actively 
co-operated  in  the  completion  of  the  “National  Campaign 
to  encourage  the  wider  use  of  the  Health  Services.’ 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  Over 
Infectious  Diseases. 


NOTIFICATIONS. 

The  notifications  of  infectious  diseases,  excluding  tuber¬ 
culosis,  during  the  past  year  numbered  88,  being  17  more 
than  in  1937,  but  38  less  than  the  average  for  the  ten  years 
1927  to  1936. 

The  figures  below  snow  the  incidence,  as  compared  with 
the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  of  some  of  the  more  im¬ 
portant  notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  1938  : 

Number  of  Incidence  per  1,000  of 

Notifications.  Population. 

Weston-s  -Mare  Weston-s-Mare.  Eng  &  W. 


Scarlet  Fever .  45  1.37  2.41 

Diphtheria  .  6  0.18  1.58 

Erysipelas  .  9  0.27  0.40 


Particulars  of  the  notifications  and  the  number  of  cases 
removed  to  hospital,  together  with  an  analysis  into  age 
and  locality  groups  are  given  in  the  accompanying  tables. 


MORTALITY. 

The  following  figures  give  a  comparison  between  the  local 
and  national  mortalities  from  infectious  diseases  during  1938. 

Number  of  Death  Rate. 

Deaths  :  per  1,000  of  Population. 

Weston-s-Mare.  Weston-s-Mare  Eng.  &  W. 


Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0.07 

Influenza 

2 

0.06 

0.11 

Measles 

1 

0.03 

0.04 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0.03 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

13 

0.39 

0.63 

For  notifications  of, 

anc 

1  mortality  from 

tuberculosis 

see  page  45. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
DURING  THE  YEAR,  1938. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
hospitals. 

Total 

Deatns. 

Small-pox  . 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

45 

40 

0 

Diphtheria . 

6 

6 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Para-typhoid  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro -spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

11 

7 

1 

Pneumonia 

15 

3 

13 

Erysipelas  . 

9 

7 

1 

Encephalitis  Eethargica 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

0 

0 

Food  Poisoning 

0 

0 

0 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Vision 

im¬ 

paired. 

Vision 

unim¬ 

paired. 

Total 

Blind 

ness. 

Treated. 

Deaths, 

Noti¬ 

fied 

At 

home. 

In 

hospital 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1938. 
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General  Hospital, 


DIPHTHERIA. 


The  Borough  has  been  comparatively  free  from  diph¬ 
theria  for  the  last  three  years.  In  1938  there  were  only  6 
notifications  and  two  of  these  related  to  visitors  who  were 
infected  before  arrival,  leaving  only  four  Weston  cases. 

Immunisation.  Since  1930  nurses  joining  the  staff  of 
the  General  Hospital  and,  until  the  end  of  1934,  the  staff  of 
the  Children’s  Convalescent  Home,  and  also  other  persons 
applying  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  have  been  Schick 
tested  and  immunised  if  necessary.  The  results  up  to  the 
end  of  1938  are  as  follows  : 

Schick  tested  ;  Positive  96,  negative  78,  total  174. 

Positives  not  immunised  :  5. 

Positives  immunised  : 

Immunisation  doses  completed  :  70. 

Re-Schicked  :  Positive  2,  negative  53, 
total  55. 

Not  Re-Schicked  :  15. 

Immunisation  doses  not  completed  :  15. 

Immunised  by  private  doctors  :  16. 

A  number  of  children  were  immunised  without  Schick 
testing. 

General  Immunisation  Scheme.  At  various  times 
between  1929  and  1934  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reported 
to  the  Health  Committee  upon  the  advisability  of  introduc¬ 
ing  general  immunisation  of  the  child  population  of  the 
District,  but  it  was  considered  that  the  local  conditions  were 
not  then  favourable  to  securing  that  portion  of  response 
which  would  make  an  immunisation  scheme  effective. 
Following  a  further  report  in  January,  1935,  the  Medical 
Office*  of  Health  was  directed  to  prepare  an  immunisation 
scheme.  He  consulted  the  County  Medical  Officer  as  to 
how  the  children  in  the  local  schools,  which  are  under  the 
control  of  the  County  Council,  could  be  dealt  with,  but 
was  advised  that  local  action  should  be  deferred,  pend¬ 
ing  the  preparation  of  a  scheme  for  the  wliQle  County. 

This  was  presented  to  the  County  Council  in  June,  1936, 
but  owing  to  unavoidable  delays,  it  was  not  until  January, 
1937,  that  its  local  application  could  be  considered  by  the 
Weston  Health  Committee,  who  decided  to  co-operate  and 
bear  the  local  cost,. 
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Commencement  or  Scheme.  In  spile  of  repeated  en¬ 
quiries  no  information  could  be  obtained  as  to  when  the 
scheme  would  be  finally  approved  and  put  into  operation 
by  the  County  Council,  until  unexpectedly  on  October  13th 
last,  the  Borough  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  informed 
that  general  immunisation  of  children  under  five  years  of 
age  was  being  commenced  at  once  by  the  County  Council, 
and  that  a  limited  scheme  for  school  children  was  being 
applied  in  the  Bath  and  Bristol  areas  owing  to  the  presence 
of  diphtheria  in  those  areas. 

The  Borough  Council  forthwith  applied  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  permission  to  incur  the  necessary  expendi¬ 
ture  in  adopting  free  immunisation  for  the  children  in  Weston- 
super-Mare,  and  sanction  was  received  on  November  16th. 

Although  the  County  Scheme  had  been  approved  by 
the  medical  practitioners  of  the  County  at  a  meeting  held  at 
Wells  in  September,  1936,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
thought  wise  to  discuss  the  details  of  its  local  application 
with  the  Weston-super-Mare  doctors,  and  accordingly 
arranged  a  meeting  for  this  purpose.  A  working  agreement 
was  arrived  at,  and  the  suggested  report  and  other  forms 
approved. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  scheme  the  child  population  is 
divided  into  two  groups  : 

1.  Children  under  5  years  of  age  to  be  immunised  by 
two  injections  of  diphtheric  prophylactic  (A.P.T.)  given  by 
private  medical  practitioners  who  are  supplied  free  with 
the  diphtheria  prophylactic  and  paid  a  fee  of  51-  for  each 
completed  case. 

2.  Older  Children  to  be  Schick  tested,  and,  if  susceptible, 
immunised  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  in  the  elementary 
schools. 

This  free  immunisation  is  not  intended  to  apply  to. 
children  whose  parents  can  well  afford  to  pay  medical 
private  fees,  or  wish  their  children  to  be  Schick  tested  oi  to 
be  immunised  with  a  three  dose  course  of  T.A.F.  or  other 
prophylactic. 

After  public  announcements  the  immunisation  of  the 
younger  children  was  started  in  the  middle  of  December, 
and  at  the  special  request  of,  and  with  the  co-operation  in 
the  work  of  the  Borough  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the 
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immunisation  of  the  Weston  school  children  was  expedited 
by  the  County,  and  began  in  February  of  the  present  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  last  year 
was  45,  being  the  largest  number  since  1932  when  there 
were  56  notifications.  Seven  of  the  cases  were  visitor 
children,  probably  infected  before  arrival  in  the  district. 

Forty  of  the  patients  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  four  were  isolated  at  their  homes,  and  one  visitor 
child  was  taken  home  by  car. 

There  were  no  deaths,  most  of  the  cases  being  of  the  mild 
type  usual  in  recent  years. 

INFLUENZA. 

No  definite  epidemic  of  influenza  occurred  last  year, 
there  were  3  notifications  of  influenzal  pneumonia  and  two 
deaths  were  certified  as  due  to  influenza  as  a  primary  or 
secondary  cause. 


ENTERIC  FEVERS. 

There  have  been  no  local  cases  of  typhoid  fever  for  the 
past  eight  years. 

The  small  outbreak  of  typhoid  in  the  Spring  at  Hunt- 
spill  caused  some  anxiety  as  to  the  possibility  of  spread  to 
this  district  and  appropriate  action  to  avoid  local  com¬ 
munication  with  contacts  was  taken.  Fortunately  for  the 
success  of  the  summer  season,  no  cases  occurred  in  Weston, 
though  many  visitors  were  scared  away  in  the  earlier  part 
of  the  year  b}^  the  newspapers  featuring  the  outbreak  as 
the  “Somerset  Epidemic.” 

OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

One  case  of  anterior  poliomyelitis  was  notified.  The 
little  girl  was  treated  at  home  under  special  advice  and  made 
a  rapid  and  complete  recovery. 

A  young  boy  with  cerebro-spinal  fever  was  removed  to 
Isolation  Hospital  and  promptly  treated  with  serum. 
Temporary  improvement  occurred  but  eventually  the  child 
died. 
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MINOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


From  the  reports  of  the  Health  Visitors  and  school 
notifications  the  following  numbers  of  cases  of  minor  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  are  known  to  have  occurred  :  Measles,  122  ; 
whooping  cough,  34  ;  chickenpox,  5  ;  and  mumps,  34.  There 
were  also  a  number  of  cases  of  mumps  among  adults  during 
December  and  the  early  part  of  the  present  year.  Two 
cases  of  measles,  one  of  whooping  cough  and  one  of  chicken 
pox  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


vSCHOOIyS. 

The  certification  of  children  for  exclusion  from  and 
re-admission  to  school  on  account  of  infectious  diseases  is 
systematised  and  exclusion  and  re-admission  notices  are 
sent  to  the  parents  as  well  as  to  the  schools.  During  the 
past  year  46  exclusion  certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of 
56  children  and  50  re-admission  certificates  in  respect  of 
56  children. 

The  County  School  Medical  Officer  closed  seven  school 
departments  for  short  periods  owing  to  diminished  attendance 
and  disorganisation  of  school  work  due  to  the  prevalence 
of  minor  infectious  diseases  :  Kewstoke  Junior  in  October 
for  chicken-pox  ;  Milton  Infants  in  October  for  measles  ;  and 
Christ  Church  Infants  for  mumps  ;  and  Walliscote  Road  and 
Docking  Road  Juniors  and  Worle  Infants  in  December  for 
measles  and  mumps. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

It  has  been  the  routine  practice  for  many  years  to  admit 
as  many  as  possible  of  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  diph¬ 
theria,  as  facilities  for  home  isolation  are  limited  in 
this  District  where  there  is  so  much  apartment  letting. 
Fortunately  the  Cubicle  Block  enables  this  desirable  practice 
to  be  continued  without  detriment  to  the  admission  of  cases 
of  other  infectious  or  suspected  infectious  diseases.  The 
following  summary  of  admissions  last  year  shows  that  a  wide 
variety  of  cases  have  been  admitted  and  the  Hospital  used 
to  great  advantage. 
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Patients  Admitted  During  1938, 


Diphtheria  6 

,,  Carriers  .  .  2 

Scarlet  Fever  .  40 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  .  ......  1 

Erysipelas .  7 

Chronic  Dysentry  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  6 

Babies  with  mothers  ......  .  2 

Septicaemia  following  abortion  1 

Streptococcal  Infection . 1 

Broncho-pneumonia  .  1 

Measles  .  1 

,,  and  Pneumonia  .  .  2 

Chicken-pox  .  1 

Whooping  Cough .  1 

T  onsillitis .  5 

Observation  .  .  . ...  .  5 

Total  .  83 


Several  of  the  patients  were  only  admitted  because  they 
were  critically  ill  and  there  was  consequently  an  exceptionally 
large  number  of  deaths,  viz.  seven  :  One  case  each  of  acute 
primary  pneumonia  ;  broncho-pneumonia  ;  measles  and 
pneumonia  ;  general  streptococcal  septicaemia,  septicaemia 
following  mechanical  abortion  ;  cerebro-spinal  fever  ;  and 
erysipelas. 


DISINFECTION. 

Terminal  disinfection  after  infectious  diseases,  except 
tuberculosis,  small-pox  and  the  enteric  and  dysenteric  groups, 
has  been  abandoned  in  many  towns.  In  a  health  resort  such 
as  Weston,  however,  prompt  and  efficient  disinfection  after 
most  notifiable  diseases  is  administratively  advisable. 
Rooms  and  furniture  are  sprayed,  and  clothing  and  bedding 
fumigated  or  steam  disinfected  free  of  charge.  Persons 
requiring  rooms  or  articles  disinfected  after  cancer  or  other 
non-notifiable  diseases  are  required  to  pay  the  cost.  Last 
year  346  rooms  and  2,346  articles  were  disinfected. 
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laboratory  work. 


Wasserman  tests  are  made  at  the  Bristol  University,  but 
other  pathological  specimens  from  Weston-super-Mare 
patients  are  examined  in  the  County  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  at  Taunton.  Urgent  diphtheria  swabs  are  sent 
to  Taunton  by  passenger  train  in  time  for  culturing  the 
same  day,  thus  enabling  reports  to  be  available  by  telephone 
at  11  o'clock  the  next  morning.  This  service  is  not  possible 
at  week-ends,  but  Dr.  A.  T.  F.  Rowley  kindly  examines  in 
his  laboratory  urgent  diphtheria  swabs  delivered  to  him  on 
Saturdays,  Sundays  and  Bank  Holidays. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  results  of  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  specimens  from  Weston-super-Mare  patients  during 
1938. 


Sent  by  Weston-super-Mare  Doctors  : 

Postive.  Negative. 


Swabs  for  diphtheria  bacilli  7  149 

Sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli  14  63 

Blood  for  Widal  tests  : 

Typhoid  .  0  1 

Abortus  Fever  .  0  1 

Swabs  for  haemolytic  strep¬ 
tococci  .  .  .  —  5 

Sent  from  Hearth  Department  : 

Swabs  for  diphtheria  bacilli  1  22 

Swabs  for  haemolytic  strep¬ 
tococci  .  3  2 

Swabs  from  Isoration  Hospitar  : 

Swabs  for  diphtheria  bacilli  1 1  1 70 

Swabs  for  haemolytic  strep¬ 
tococci  .  .  .  —  3 

PAaeces,  etc.,  for  typhoid  .  —  4 

Faeces  for  dy sentry  .  —  4 


T  otal 
156 
77 

1 

1 

5 


23 


5 


181 

3 

A 

JL 


The  summary  is  not  complete  and  does  not  include 
specimens  taken  from  Weston-super-Mare  patients  by  doctors 
residing  outside  the  district,  or  by  the  County  Tuberculosis 
and  Venereal  Diseases  Officers. 
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Tuberculosis. 

NOTIFICATIONS  AND  MORTALITY. 

The  accompanying  table  shows  the  number  and  the  age 
and  sex  distribution  of  the  new  cases  notified,  and  of  the 
deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  1938. 

The  new  notifications  numbered  45  (36  pulmonary  and 
9  non  pulmonary),  as  compared  with  38  (30  pulmonary  and 
8  non-pulmonary)  in  1937  and  34  (25  pulmonary  and  9  non- 
pulmonary)  during  1936. 

The  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  1938  were  13  (11 
pulmonary  and  2  non-pulmonary),  equivalent  to  a  death  rate 
of  0.39  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar-General.  The  tuberculosis  deaths  numbered  17 
in  1937,  and  18  in  each  of  the  three  years  1934-36. 

As  in  most  health  resorts,  the  tuberculosis  mortality  is 
augmented  by  the  deaths  of  persons  who  have  come  to  reside 
in  the  district  on  account  of  tuberculosis  or  threatened 
tuberculosis.  In  spite  of  such  weightings,  the  following 
figures  show  that  the  local  tuberculosis  death-rates  are  below 
those  of  the  whole  country  : 


Tuberculosis  Death-rates  per  1,000  of  Population. 


Weston  super-Mare.  England  and  Wales. 


1938 

1937 

1936 

1938 

1937 

1936 

Respiratorv  . 

0.33 

0.36 

0.46 

0.53 

0.58 

0.58 

Other  forms . 

0.06 

0.15 

0.09 

0.10 

0.11 

0.J1 

All  forms 

0.39 

0.51 

0.55 

0.63 

0.69 

0.69 

TREATMENT. 

The  Tuberculosis  Scheme  for  examination  and  treatment 
is  administered  by  the  County  Council.  The  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  for  Weston-super-Mare  and  district  is  held  at 
Clifton  House,  46,  The  Boulevard,  Weston-super-Mare,  each 
Tuesday. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  CARE  COMMITTEE. 


This  Voluntary  Committee  was  established  in  1915  and 
supplements  the  County  Tuberculosis  Scheme  in  this  area  by 
providing  needy  patients  and  their  families  with  milk,  butter 
and  other  special  nourishment  ;  clothing  and  •  bedding  ; 
travelling  expenses  to  Sanatoria:  and  maintenance  grants  to 
families  while  the  bread-winner  is  away  ;  and  in  various 
other  ways. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  ;  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer,  Dr.  Latimer  J. 
Short,  attends  the  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee  as 
Medical  Adviser  ;  and  Miss  Dallaway,  the  Tuberculosis 
Visitor,  acts  as  Secretary.  Mrs.  A.  H.  Kitchen,  the  Honorary 
Secretary,  in  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1939  states  that  : — 

"Last  year  assistance  was  given  to  32  patients  of  whom 
21  were  new  and  11  old  cases.  The  total  number  of  cases 
has  been  32  or  33  for  the  past  five  years,  but  the  number  of 
new  ones  last  year  was  4  more  than  in  1937-38  and  13  more 
than  in  1936-37,  and  in  fact  more  than  in  any  of  the  11  years 
of  which  records  are  given  in  the  Annual  Reports. 

Subscriptions  and  donations  amounted  to  £142  :  17  :  0. 

The  year’s  expenditure  totalled  £97  :  10  :  6  and  included 
£87  :  9  :  9  for  milk,  eggs,  butter  and  other  special  nourishment, 
and  £5:4:5  for  clothing  and  outfits.  Reference  must  be 
made  to  the  considerable  saving  effected  during  the  past  two 
years  by  supplying  Pasteurised  instead  of  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk. 

Among  the  successes  achieved  it  is  pleasing  to  mention 
that  of  a  cured  patient,  who  was  assisted  in  her  training  as 
a  State  Registered  Nurse.  Last  year  she  was  awarded  dis¬ 
tinction  and  a  Gold  Medal  in  her  final  examinations.  To 
record  their  appreciation  of  her  energy  and  enterprise  the 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee  presented  the  newly 
qualified  nurse  with  a  suitably  inscribed  wristlet  watch. 

The  holding  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  at  Messrs. 
Brown’s  Cafe  and  the  provision  of  tea  proved  to  be  a  success¬ 
ful  innovation  and  the  address  given  by  Dr.  Davidson,  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  provided  valuable  propaganda 
for  the  work  of  the  Committee.  At  this  year’s  Annual 
Meeting  we  are  to  have  the  honour  of  being  addressed  by 
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Sir  William  Savage,  who  for  many  years  was  County  Medical 
Officer  and  who  founded  the  Somerset  Tuberculosis  Com¬ 
mittees  and  sedulously  fostered  their  beneficient  activities. 

The  Committee  is  exceedingly  grateful  to  Miss  Byrnes, 
Mrs.  Healv  and  Mrs.  David  for  their  untiring  and  ever  success¬ 
ful  efforts  in  collecting  subscriptions  and  obtaining  new 
subscribers. 

The  committee  has  again  to  express  its  sincere  gratitude 
to  numerous  subscribers  and  supporters  ;  to  Mr.  Alfred  Turner 
for  his  care  of  the  Committee’s  finances  ;  to  Messrs.  J.  &  A. 
W.  Sully  for  auditing  the  accounts  ;  and  to  Dr.  Latimer  J. 
Short  for  regularly  attending  and  giving  invaluable  advice 
at  the  Executive  Committee  Meetings. 

During  the  past  year  one  General  and  nine  Executive 
Committee  Meetings  were  held. 

The  Committee  would  be  obliged  if  subscribers  would 
send  their  contributions  to  Miss  Byrnes,  The  Gables,  Uphill, 
or  to  Mrs.  E.  M.  Healy,  113,  Devonshire  Road,  or  to  Mrs. 
David,  1,  Claremont  Crescent,  Birnbeck  Road.” 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1938, 
for  the  Borough  of  Weston-super-Mare, 
on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901 ,  in 

connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


1  — INSPECTIONS 

including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances. 


Number  of 


Premises. 

Inspec- 

Written 

Prosecu 

tions. 

Notices. 

tions. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

123 

4 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (including  works 
of  building  and  engineering  construction  but 
not  including  outworkers’  premises . 

135 

2 

40 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

298 

6 

— 

2  — DEFECTS  FOUND 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 
of  defects 
in  respect 
of  which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions 
were  ins¬ 
tituted. 
(5) 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor. 

(4) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1)  including 

bakehouse  lime  washing 

46 

46 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3). 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4) . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.  6). 

1 

1 

— 

- — 

Sanitary 

f  insufficient 
unsuitable  or 

2 

2 

— 

- - 

Conveniences  < 
(S.  7). 

defective 
not  separate  for 

15 

15 

"" 

V  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

(Not  including  offences  relating  to 
Home  Work  or  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factor¬ 
ies  and  Workshops  Transfer  of 
Powers  Order,  1921 .  and  re-enact¬ 
ed  in  the  Third  Schedule  to  the 
Factories  Act.  1937). 

TOTAI . 

65 

65 

— 

- — 
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Climatological  Observations,  1938. 


The  observations  were  taken  at  the  Town  Hall  and 
Clarence  Park  with  supplementary  ones  at  Madeira  Cove. 

During  the  year  daily  reports  were  telegraphed  to  the 
Meteorological  Office  of  the  Air  Ministry  which  issued  the 
observations  to  the  newspapers  throughout  the  country. 
Weekly  summaries  were  sent  to  the  local  Press  and  full 
monthly  records  supplied  to  the  Meteorological  Office. 

The  highest  corrected  9  a.m.  reading  of  the  barometer 
during  the  year  was  30.768  inches  on  11th  April,  and  the 
lowest  28.784  inches  on  10th  January.  The  average  for  the 
year  was  30.005  inches.  In  the  previous  year  the  highest 
and  lowest  readings  were  30.678  and  28.652  inches  respec¬ 
tively. 

The  highest  temperature  registered  in  the  Bilham  screen 
during  the  year  was  81  °.8  on  3rd  August.  The  lowest  was 
22°.8  on  20th  December.  The  highest  and  lowest  readings 
in  1937  were  84°.8  and  23  °.8  respectively. 

The  lowest  temperature  registered  over  short  grass  was 
17.  °0  on  the  18th  April,  as  compared  with  21  °.0  on  21st 
November  and  18th  December  in  1937. 

The  day  of  highest  mean  temperature  of  the  air  was 
1st  August — 70°. 7  The  day  of  the  lowest  mean  tempera¬ 
ture  was  20th  December — 26°.l.  In  1937  the  highest  day 
mean  temperature  was  69°. 9  and  the  lowest  29°.0.  The 
mean  temperature  for  the  year  was  51  °.8,  being  0.6°  higher 
than  in  1937. 

The  average  relative  humidity  of  the  air  taken  at  9  a.m. 
was  78.7  per  cent.  This  is  5.3  per  cent,  below  the  average 
for  1937. 

The  greatest  duration  of  bright  sunshine  shown  by  the 
Campbell-Stokes  recorder  upon  any  one  day  was  14.4  hours 
on  17th  June.  The  total  amount  of  bright  sunshine  for  the 
year  was  1,555.1  hours,  as  compared  with  1,541.2  hours  in 
1937,  and  an  average  of  1,534.1  hours  for  the  ten  years,  1928-37, 
showing  increases  of  13.9  hours  and  21.0  hours  as  compared 
with  1937  and  the  average  for  the  ten  years  1928-37  respective¬ 
ly.  The  daily  mean  of  bright  sunshine  was  4.26  hours,  as 
against  4.22  hours  in  1937  and  3.55  hours  in  1936  respectively. 
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nthly  Results  of  Climatological  Observations,  1938. 
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The  total  amount  of  rainfall  for  the  year  was  30.38  inches, 
being  4.04  inches  less  than  in  1937  (34.42  inches)  and  1.03 
inches  less  than  the  average  (31.41  inches)  for  the  ten  years 
1928-37.  The  heaviest  fall  of  rain  in  any  one  “rainfall  day/' 
i.e.,  24  hours  ending  9  a.m.  the  next  day,  was  0.89  inches 
on  28th  August.  Rain  amounted  to  .04  inches  or  more  on 
133  days,  as  compared  with  129  in  1937  and  147  in  1936. 
October  was  by  far  the  wettest  month  with  6.03  inches  of 
rain.  April  was  the  driest  month  with  only  0.17  inches. 

In  summarising  the  weather  of  1938  the  “Meteorological 
Magazine"  states  :  “Great  variability  marked  the  weather 
of  the  year  in  the  British  Isles.  Among  the  most  notable 
features  were  the  magnilicent  display  of  aurora  on  the 
evening  of  January  25th,  the  exceptional  mildness  of  March 
and  November,  the  drought  of  February  to  April,  the  severe 
gales  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  June,  the  remarkable  series 
of  thunderstorms  during  the  period  August  1st  to  12th,  and 
the  severe  frost  and  widespread  snow  of  December  17th  to 
26th.  ...  It  appears  that  the  mean  temperature  for  the 
year  exceeded  the  average  generally,  while  sunshine  was 
below  the  average  on  the  whole."  This  description  applies 
generally  to  Weston,  except  that  as  usual  undesirable  ex¬ 
tremes  were  less  marked.  The  mean  temperatures  for  March 
and  November  were  three  and  six  degrees  respectively  above 
the  average  ;  the  rainfall  for  the  three  months  February  to 
April  amounted  to  only  1.42  inches — a  record  dry  spell  ; 
there  were  only  two  gales  in  June,  one  on  the  2nd  and  the 
other  on  the  28th  ;  there  were  only  four  thunderstorms 
limited  to  the  first  nine  days  of  August  ;  the  latter  part  of 
December  was  cold,  but  there  was  only  the  usual  average 
of  six  frosts  in  the  screen,  and  snow  fell  on  only  three  days 
and  was  lying  on  the  ground  at  9  a.m.  on  only  two  days  ; 
the  mean  temperature  for  the  year  was  about  one  degree 
above  the  average  ;  and,  instead  of  sunshine  being  deficient 
it  was  13.9  hours  more  than  in  1937,  and  49  hours  more  than 
the  Meteorological  Office’s  standard  for  Weston. 
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Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual 
Report  for  the  Year  1938. 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF 
THE  BOROUGH  OF  WESTON-SUPER-MARE. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1938. 

DRAINAGE  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

There  now  exist  in  the  area  of  your  Borough  169  cess¬ 
pools,  17  pail  closets,  and  7  midden  privies.  These  are 
practically  all  in  the  unsewered  parts  of  the  Borough. 

FLOODING. 

The  flooding  conditions  which  have  been  previously 
called  to  your  attention  are  not  materially  altered.  A  scheme 
for  dealing  with  these  matters  is  in  course  of  preparation 
by  your  Surveyor. 

COURT  AND  STATUTORY  PROCEEDINGS. 

The  only  proceedings  in  Court  were  with  respect  to 
three  dilapidated  large  houses,  numbers  30,  32  and  34  South 
Road.  These  houses  have  been  occupied  in  tenements  by 
persons  of  the  working  classes  for  a  period  of  about  25  years 
and  had  become  very  dilapidated. 

The  owner  appealed  (against  notices  served  under  the 
repair  clauses  of  the  Housing  Acts)  to  the  County  Court 
before  Judge  Wethered.  The  Judge  upheld  the  notices 
with  the  exception  of  certain  decorations  and  dismissed 
the  appeal. 

A  Formal  notice  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
was  served  with  respect  to  one  house.  In  this  connection 
I  have  to  point  out,  that  owing  to  the  willing  co-operation 
of  owners,  traders  and  other  interested  parties,  very  little 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting  work  done  and  statu¬ 
tory  requirements  are  carried  out  as  a  result  of  interviews 
and  informal  letters. 


HOUSING. 

“Recorded  inspections"  were  made  of  103  houses.  The 
number  of  houses  in  respect  of  these  in  which  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  serve  notices  was,  formal  6,  and  35  informal.  The 
total  number  of  houses  repaired  under  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  was  148. 

Generally  speaking,  working  class  property  in  your 
Borough  is  maintained  in  a  fairly  good  state  of  repair.  This 
feature  is  largely  contributed  to  by  the  remedying  of  minor 
defects  by  occupiers  who  are  influenced  in  this  direction 
by  summer  letting.  Another  feature  which  is  noticeable 
in  this  as  in  other  seaside  towns  is  the  fact  that  persons  of 
the  working  classes  often  occupy  a  larger  type  of  house 
than  would  be  the  case  in  other  areas. 

HIGH  STREET  &  EBDON  ROAD  (WORUE)  CEE  A  FRANCE 

AREA. 

One  house,  Garage  Cottage,  has  been  demolished.  The 
other  three  houses  involved  are  still  occupied.  The  tenants 
of  these  houses  will  be  rehoused  early  in  1939  in  the  houses 
you  are  erecting  at  Court  Farm,  Worle. 

The  following  houses  have  been  demolished  : — 

7,  8  and  9  Reeves  Cottages. 

Orchard  View,  Oldmixon. 

Dingley  Hell,  Oldmixon. 

Woodland  Cottage,  Oldmixon. 

Rock  Cottage,  Spring  Hill. 

Houses  closed  formally  : — 

29a,  Hopkins  Street. 

Houses  closed  voluntary  : — 

2  and  4  Regent  Buildings. 

Houses  reconditioned  formally  under  “undertakings"  : — 
6,  Manor  Road. 

20a,  Beach  Road. 

Rock  House,  Lawrence  Road,  Worle. 

Sunshine  Cottage,  Jubilee  Path. 

VERMIN  INFESTATION. 

It  is  a  pleasing  feature  to  record  that  there  has  been  a 
further  diminution  in  vermin  infestations.  The  number 
of  premises  found  to  be  infested  was  16,  fifteen  by  bugs 
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and  one  by  fleas.  Only  one  Council  house  was  involved. 
Having  regard  to  the  trouble  in  this  direction  which  has  been 
experienced  in  the  past,  this  improvement  is  very  gratifying. 

Treatments  : —  Primary  16 

Secondary  19 

Preventive  4 

The  methods  of  disinfestation  are  spraying  with  the 

following  proprietary  preparations  : — 

(1)  Ratsouris  (Ris).  (2)  Killgercide.  (3)  Zaldecide. 

Conditions  have  not  arisen  which  have  rendered  neces¬ 
sary  the  use  of  hydrogen  cyanide. 

OVERCROWDING. 

For  details  of  overcrowding,  see  Medical  Officer  of 
Health’s  Report,  page  33. 

RENT  RESTRICTIONS  ACTS. 

No  applications  for  certiiicates  were  received. 

THEATRES  AND  PEACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT 

As  your  Officer  under  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
of  25th  August,  1920,  I  have  made  inspections  in  the  Bor¬ 
ough  with  a  view  to  ensuring  that  ventilation,  sanitation, 
etc.,  are  well  maintained. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Apart  from  the  local  Gas  and  Brick  works  there  are  no 
heavy  industries  in  the  town.  Nuisances  arising  from  smoke 
emissions  were  practically  negligable.  Four  premises  only 
were  dealt  with. 

RAT  AND  MICE  INFESTATION. 

During  National  Rat  Week,  official  posters  supplied 
through  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  were 
exhibited  in  various  parts  of  the  Town.  As  a  result  of  this 
publicity  many  enquiries  were  received  and  suitably  dealt 
with.  The  town  refuse  tips  and  adjoining  hedges  and 
ditches  were  gassed  with  the  result  that  181  rats  were  killed 
during  this  period.  Forty-five  premises  were  dealt  with 
during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


This  amending  and  consolidating  Act  came  into  force 
on  July  1st,  1938  and  imposes  certain  new  duties  on  all 
Local  Authorities. 

For  the  purposes  of  carrying  out  these  duties  this 
Department  is  now  preparing  an  entirely  new  Register  of 
Factories.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  premises  to  which 
the  Act  applies  are  all  termed  factories  and  are  divided 
into  two  classes  (a)  Power  Factories,  and  (b)  Non  Power 
Factories.  The  term  workshop  has  been  abandoned. 

New  control  for  certain  purposes  can  now  be  exercised 
over  places  such  as  offices,  wrhere  persons  are  regularly 
employed. 

The  number  of  premises  on  your  old  register  is  119,  of 
these  32  are  bakehouses  or  bakehouse  factories.  The 
classification  is  as  follows,  Power  55,  Non-Power  64.  All 
bakehouses  are  regularly  lime  washed  twice  yearly,  all 
occupiers  being  served  with  the  appropriate  notices  twice 
in  every  year. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  indicated  on  page  49. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

The  Health  Department  administer  the  Welfare  Clauses 
of  this  Act.  The  following  works  were  carried  out  under 
the  requirements  of  the  Act.  Shops  provided  with  Washing 
facilities — 2  and  Meal  Rooms  provided — 1. 

HOLIDAY  CAMPING  GROUNDS. 

Eleven  sites  were  licensed  in  accordance  with  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The  general  condi¬ 
tions  of  camping  were  improved  during  the  year.  Unsatis¬ 
factory  conditions  were  noted  at  two  of  the  licensed  camps 
and  appropriate  action  was  taken. 

The  ‘‘Conditions'’  will  be  amended  with  regard  to  the 
special  characteristics  and  management  of  certain  of  the 
camps  in  your  area  during  the  coming  year. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 


vSeveral  formal  and  informal  applications  have  been 
made  for  the  establishment  of  fish  frying  shops.  You  did 
not  see  fit  to  agree  to  these  on  the  grounds  of  either  policy 
or  redundency. 

There  are  10  fish  friers  in  the  town.  Of  these,  5  are 
licensed  annually.  A  gut  scrapers’  business  is  carried  on 
at  the  Public  Abattoirs  and  there  is  a  fellmongers’  business 
established  at  Ricketts  Fane,  Worle. 

SUMMARY  OF  VISITS. 

By  Sanitary  Inspector's  Staff  (not  including  Health 

Visitors). 

Housing — See  “Housing  and  Overcrowding,”  pages  31  and  33. 

of  Medical  Officer  of  Health's  Report. 

Total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  .  6,714 

Nuisances  or  complaints  .  .  502 

Work  ordered  .  .  .  .  .  .  647 

Work  in  progress  .  1,078 

Drainage  Tests  Visits  : — 

Smoke  tests  at  existing  buildings  .  .  .  53 

Water  tests  at  existing  buildings  .  ......  64 

Inspection  of  concrete  in  connection  with  drains  52 

Dwelling  Houses 

Number  inspected  under  Public  Health  and  Housing 

Acts  .  .  .  .  .  .  290 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  396 

Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulation,  1925  .  .  .  103 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  226 

Number  of  houses  inspected  (ordinary  inspections)  205 

Number  of  inspections  re  vermin  .  ......  42 

Number  of  re-inspections  re  vermin .  .  22 

Houses  inspected  re  overcrowding .  . .  17 

Number  of  houses  re  inspected  re  overcrowding  1 1 

Number  of  re-inspections  after  service  of  notices 

under  Public  Health  Act,  1875 .  .  .  109 

Number  of  houses  re  Housing  (Overcrowding)  Act, 

1935  .  45 

Interviews  with  agents,  owners,  contractors,  etc.  901 
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Factory  Inspections  .  . .  .  .  .  123 

Workshop  inspections:  — 

Ordinary  Workshop  135 

Domestic  Workshop  1 

Workplaces  .  23 

Bakehouses  71 

Outworkers’  premises  .  .  .  .  21 

Shops  Act  inspections .  72 

Cowsheds  and  farm  inspections  ......  .  .  123 

Dairies  and  milkshops  inspections  .  .  .  171 

Milk  samples  .  1 1 

Dust  bin  inspections  .  .  .  .  .  48 

Common  lodging  house  inspections  .  .  .  73 

Ice  cream  shops  and  premises  .  .  .  124 

Butchers’  shops  and  Abattoir  inspections  ......  .  1720 

Food  shops  and  food  premises  inspections  .  .  108 

Offensive  trades  inspections  .  62 

Visits  re  infectious  diseases  .  .  .  .  313 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  inspections  .  .  .  192 

Inspection  of  premises  where  animals  are  kept  .  42 

Inspection  re  manure  pits  .  .  .  13 

Inspection  of  Public  and  private  refuse  tips  .  6 

Smoke  abatement  inspections  .  .  .  5 

Public  buildings  inspections  .  .  .  .  62 

Petrol  spirit  licensing  inspections  .  .  .  416 

Rat  infestation  inspections  .  .  .  .  99 

Cesspool  inspections  .  34 

Water  samples  taken  .  .  .  .  .  29 

Miscellaneous  visits  .  .  .  713 


WORK  DONE. 

Houses  repaired  (Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts)  148 

Houses  repaired  informally  under  Housing  Acts  . .  41 

Houses  repaired  formally  under  Housing  Acts  .  7 

Houses  cleansed  and  decorated  .  .  .  52 

Rooms  cleansed  and  decorated  .  .  .  187 

Rooms  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  105 

Roofs  repaired  or  stripped  and  retiled  or  slated  .  47 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  62 

Skirtings,  etc.,  of  rooms  renewed  or  repaired  .  25 

Fire  grates  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  60 
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Doors  repaired  or  new  doors  fixed  .  24 

Stairs  repaired  or  new  fixed  .  14 

Windows  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  118 

Ventilation  and/or  lighting  improved  .  .  26 

Food  stores  provided  or  improved  .  .  .  13 

Plastering  of  walls  and/or  ceilings  of  rooms  repaired 

or  stripped  .  86 

Rain  water  spouting  or  guttering  repaired  or  renewed  23 

Rain  water  cisterns  repaired,  abolished  or  new  fixed  3 

Walls  pointed  and  repaired  or  rendered  ......  .  13 

External  plaster  repaired  or  re-rendered  .  10 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  or  rebuilt  .  18 

Earth  banks  removed  from  houses  .  .  .  1 

Cavity  walls  provided .  .  .  .  .  2 

Sites  concreted  under  living  rooms  .  .  .  1 

Damp  proof  courses  inserted .  .  .  . .  9 

Floor  timbers  treated  for  dry  rot  .  .  .  7 

Sanitary  sinks  provided  .  .  .  .  24 

Yards  paved,  repaired  or  re-laid  .  .  .  24 

Tenants  required  to  amend  conditions  .  .  42 

Houses  treated  for  vermin  infestation  .  .  15 

Refuse  bins  provided  .  .  .  .  .  31 


Water  Supply 

Houses  provided  with  a  proper  supply  , . 

For  privy  and  cesspool  conversions  see  "Drainage'’ 

Factories  and  Workshops  : — • 

See  Factory  and  Workshops  Report,  page  49. 

Bakehouses  - 

Cleansed  and  limewashed  .  . 

Sanitary  and  structural  conditions  improved 
Contraventions 

Common  lodging  houses,  limewashed  and  cleansed 
Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  : — 

Sanitary  and  structural  conditions  improved 
Contraventions 
Cowsheds  : — 

Sanitary  and  structural  conditions  improved  . 

Drained  drainage  improved 
Approaches  improved 

Floors  and  channels  relaid  or  improved  . 

Contraventions 
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Ice-cream  premises  : — Sanitary  conditions  improved  — 

Offensive  trades  -Sanitary  conditions  improved .  2 

Trade  premises  : — -Sanitary  Conditions  improved  .  31 

Accumulations  of  manure  or  offensive  matter 

removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Animals  and  Poultry  : — Nuisances  abated  .  .  1 

Premises  dealt  with  .  .  .  ......  1 

Rat  infestation  : — Premises  deal  with  .  .  45 

Drainage  : — 

Drains  relaid  at  existing  houses  .  . .  31 

Drains  cleared,  cleansed  or  repaired  .  .  1 10 

Drains  trapped  and  properly  ventilated  .  14 

Premises  supplied  with  additional  drainage  .  39 

Additional  drains  provided  .  .  56 

New  drain  inspection  chambers  provided  .  34 

Premises  supplied  with  additional  water  closets  26 

Additional  water  closets  provided  .  .  27 

Rain  water  pipes  disconnected  from  foul  water 

drains  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Water  closets  or  urinals  repaired  or  reconstructed  71 

New  water  closet  pedestals  fixed  .  .  .  48 

New  water  closet  flushing  cisterns  fixed  ......  .  31 

New  baths  fixed  .  .  .  .  .  25 

New  lavatory  basins  fixed  .  .  .  120 

Soil  pipes  and  drain  ventilators  repaired  .  19 

Soil  pipes  and  drain  ventilators  fixed  .  .  1 1 

Waste  pipes  fixed,  repaired  or  reconstructed  .  145 

Ashpit  or  pail  closets  converted  to  water  closets  or 

abolished  .  .  .  .  4 

Cesspools  abolished  and  houses  drained  to  sewer  6 

Nuisances  from  overflowing  cesspools  abated  .  4 

Ditches  and  back  lanes  cleansed  .  .  10 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed  .  .  63 

Smoke  or  Fumes  : — Nuisances  abated  or  complaints 

dealt  with  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Shops  Act.  Washing  facilities  provided  .  .  1 

Meal  rooms  provided  .  .  .  .  1 

Sanitary  accommodation  provided  .  .  1 

Sanitary  sinks  provided  .  .  .  .  1 

Fire  extinguishers  provided  .  .  .  .  1 
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Infectious  Disease  Disinfections  : —  Rooms  Articles 

Scarlet  Fever .  61  765 

Diphtheria  .  8  110 

Tuberculosis .  67  460 

Non-notifiable  diseases  .  82  724 

Cancer  . 8  99 

Erysipelas  .  7  49 

Scabies  .  — -  45 

Cebro-Spinal  Fever  .  1  13 

Vermin  . . 112  81 


346  2346 


Defects  reported  to  Surveyor’s  Department  .  23 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  and  MIEKSHOPS. 


Particulars  of  Register. 

Number  of  producers  on  the  Register  .  .  26 

Number  of  distributors  divided  as  follows  : — 
(including  32  who  trade  from  outside  the  Borough) 

A.  Distributors  only  .  .  .  .  101 

B.  Distributors  who  are  also  producers  .  15 


(A  producer  is  only  included  as  a  distributor  if  he  definitely 
makes  a  business  of  selling  his  milk  by  retail  to  individual 
customers) . 

Number  of  licences  given  to  Graded  Milk  Distribu¬ 
tors  : — 

Supplementary  Certified  Tuberculin  Tested  2 

,,  Pasturised  1 

There  is  only  one  accredited  milk  producer  in  the  district. 
The  following  milk  samples  were  submitted  to  the 


County  Bacteriologist  for  examination  : — 

Pasteurised  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Accredited  milk  .  .  ......  .  .  3 

Herd  milk  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  .  7 


The  conditions  of  milk  production  have  not  been  so 
well  maintained  as  last  year.  Producers  have  been  cautioned 
accordingly. 
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ICE  CREAM  MAKERS  AND  SEEDERS 


Particulars  of  register  : — - 

Makers  only .  2 

Vendors  only  .  95 

Vendors  and  makers  .  53 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  CONTROL. 

There  are  no  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  Borough 
The  large  majority  of  fresh  meat  sold  in  the  town  is  slaughter¬ 
ed  at  your  Public  Abattoir.  A  certain  amount  of  English 
killed  meat  is  brought  from  outside  the  town  for  sale.  This 
takes  place  particularly  during  the  holiday  season  and  is 
largely  accounted  for  by  the  large  seasonal  demand  for 
hind  quarter  beef.  This  exceptional  demand  cannot  be 
accommodated  by  normal  killings.  The  meat  referred 
to  is  almost  invariably  of  good  quality  and  is  well  selected. 

A  regular  inspection  of  meat  purveyors  and  other  food 
shops  is  maintained. 

It  is  the  practice  of  food  purveyors  to  notify  this 
department  when  abnormal  conditions  arise  in  food  stuffs 
and  to  obtain  *  ‘surrender  notes”  in  respect  of  food  articles 
and  meat  which  are  assumed  by  the  trader  to  be  unfit  or  in 
regard  to  which  there  is  a  doubt  as  to  their  fitness  or  food 
value. 

Number  of  premises  on  the  register  for  the 
preparation  of  pickled,  preserved,  etc. 
meats .  .  ......  .  .  .  42 


Animals  Killed  at  the  Public  Abattoir, 


1931. 

1932. 

1933. 

1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938 

Pigs 

3,498 

4,954 

4,695 

4,357 

4,528 

4,718 

4,413 

3,964 

Sheep 

10,176 

11,615 

13,668 

12,375 

1 1 ,902 

1 1 ,283 

9,943 

10,696 

Calves 

676 

672 

678 

776 

795 

914 

939 

835 

Beasts 

1 ,063 

939 

1,039 

1,172 

1,440 

1,432 

1,313 

1,183 

The  slaughtering  fees  at  the  Public  Abattoir  are  as 
follows  - 


Pigs  . 

.  Is. 

3d, 

Sheep . 

9d. 

Calves 

Is. 

3d. 

Beasts . 

.  3s. 

0d. 
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The  following  tables  show  the  percentage  of  animals 
killed  at  the  Abattoirs  which  were  found  by  macroscopic 
inspection  to  be  affected  in  some  degree  with  tubercu¬ 
losis  and  other  diseases  : — 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ingCows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

863 

320 

835 

10,696 

3,964 

Number  inspected 

863 

320 

835 

10.696 

3,964 

All  Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

7 

11 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

37 

23 

0 

62 

144 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

4.2 

7.1 

0 

0.64 

3.9 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

7 

0 

0 

27 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

70 

23 

0 

0 

886 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

8.1 

7.1 

0 

0 

22,07 
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DISEASED  MEAT  AND  OTHER  ROODS. 


The  total  weight  of  diseased,  unsound  or 

injured  meat 

and  organs  condemned  was 

Tuberculous  : — 

Beef  and  organs,  including 
eight  carcases  and  eight 

Cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 

Cwt.  qrs.  lbs 

quarters 

Pigs  and  organs,  including 

58  3  24 

twenty  seven  carcases  . . 

85  3  0 

Total  weight  of  tubercu- 

lous  meat 

144  2  24 

Non-Tuberculous  Meat 

Cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Beef  and  Organs  . 

Pigs,  including  eleven  car- 

9  2  14 

cases  and  organs  . 

Sheep  and  Lambs,  including 

1 5  3  23 

seven  carcases  and  organs 

4  1  8 

Veal 

16 

Total  weight  of  non-tuber- 

culous  meat 

30  0  5 

Total  weight  of  all  con- 

demned  meat 

174  3  1 

FOOD  CONDEMNED  FROM  PREMISES  IN  THE  TOWN. 


Beef  .  4931bs. 

Mutton  and  Lamb  .  251bs. 

Pork  and  Bacon  .  .  311bs. 

Tinned  Meats  .  .  59  tins. 

Tinned  Prawns  .  . .  13  tins. 

Pork  Pies  .  .  .  71  pies. 

Sausages  .  .  .  841bs. 

Saveloys  .  .  .  144 

Poultry,  various  .  .  11 

Rabbits  .  .  .  1 

Fish  .  171bs. 
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DISEASED  OR  INJURED  MEAT  CONDEMNED  AT  THE  ABATTOIRS, 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 


Mr.  H.  F.  Hardiman,  the  Somerset  County  Food  and 
Drugs  Inspector,  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  state¬ 


ment  of  the  samples  of  foods, 
analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst 

Sample  taken. 

1  Tea 

1  Cocoa 

2  Cheese 

2  Margarine  ...... 

6  Butter 
1  hard 

4  Dried  fruits 

1  Pork  Sausages 

7  Jams 

2  P'ish  Pastes 

5  Canned  fruits 

1  Condensed  Milk  . 

1  Evaporated  Milk . 

1  Canned  Cream 
1  Cream 
1  Honey 
1  Cake 
1  Pickles 
1  Vinegar 

1  Non-Alcoholic  Wines 
9  Spirits  and  M  ines 
1  Cod  liver  Oil 
10  Drugs 

35  Milk  . 


drugs  and  drinks  taken  for 
during  1938  : — 

Result  of  Analysis. 
Genuine. 

.  >y  . 

.  .  t  y 

.  . .  ) » 

......  ......  >> 


**'**•  )  9 

.  J  > 

.  y  y 

.  y  9 

.  y  > 

.  }  9 

.  y  y 

.  y  y 

.  y  y 

9  > 

y  > 

. .  y  y 

y  y 

.  ;  y 

* .  yy 

.  y  y 

.  3  Adulterations 

(3  cautions 
administered) 
1  adulterated. 
(Caution  administered) 


94  Samples  taken. 
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I  have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee,  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Council, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  other  Members  of  your 
Health  Department  Staff,  and  the  other  Council  Officials 
who  have  so  kindly  co-operated  in  the  work  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  W.  BLADON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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